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The term public diplomacyis a product of American activity in
the middle years of the cold war. In 1965, Edmund Gullion, a
retired diplomat who became dean of diplomacy at Tufts University,
unveiled the term the diplomacy at launch of the Edward R. Murrow
Center for Public Diplomacy. "
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Most scholars date the first usage of "public diplomacy" to 1965 when
Edmund Gullion, a career diplomat used the term in connection with
the foundation of the Edward R. Murrow Center at Tuft’'s University
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. %
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"the influence of public attitudes on the formation and execution

of foreign policies. It encompasses dimensions of international

relations beyond traditional diplomacy . . . [including] the cultivation
by governments of public opinion in other countries; the interaction of
private groups and interests in one country with those of another . . .

(and) the transnational flow of information and ideas"
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Public diplomacy promotes the national interest of the United States
through understanding, informing and influencing foreign audiences

in order to impact the behavior of foreign governments. * 9
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Public diplomacy is a political instrument with analytical boundaries
and distinguishing characteristics, but is it an academic field? Itis
used by states, associations of states, and nonstate actors to under-
stand cultures attitudes, and behavior: build and managerelation-
ships: and influence opinions and actions to advance interests and

values. 12
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public diplomacy is a term that is very closely associated with the
United States Information Agency, which used it to describe its
mission. The terms public diplomacy and propaganda are closely
related. The term public diplomacy clearly originated as a euphem-
ism for propaganda. According to publicdiplomacy.org, a website
sponsored by the USIA Alumi Association,

The term was first coined in the mid-1960s by Dean Edmund A.
Gullion of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. Explaining
the origin of the term, Gullion wrote (1967) that:

“Even beyond the organ o fthe Government set up to handle
information about the United States and to explain our policies,
what is important today is the interaction of groups, peoples, and
cultures beyond national borders, influencing the way groups and
peoples in other countries think about foreign affairs, react to our
policies, and affect the policies of their respective governments.”



“To connote this activity, we at the Fletcher School tried to find a
name. Iwould have liked to callit ‘propaganda.’” It seemed
like the nearest thing in the pure interpretation of the word to
what we were doing. But ‘propaganda’ has always a pejorative
connotation in this country. To describe the whole range of com-
munications, information, and propaganda, we hit upon ‘public
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The term "public diplomacy" was coined in 1965 at about the time
of Murrow's death by Edmund A. Gullion, dean of the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy and a former foreign service officer,
in these terms:

"deals with the influence of public attitudes on the formation and
execution of foreign policies ... encompasses dimensions of foreign
relations beyond traditional diplomacy, the cultivation by govern-
ments of public opinion in other countries; the interaction of private
groups and interests in one country with those of another; the
reporting of foreign affairs and its impact on policy; communication
between those whose job is communication, as between diplomats
and foreign correspondents; and the process of intercultural com-
munications. Central to public diplomacy is the transformational

flow of information and ideas." ' ¥
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