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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe closed his inaugural policy speech to the
Japanese Diet (Parliament) on September 29, 2006, with the following



statement:

It is quintessential for Japan to present its “country identity” to the
world so that many countries and many people will regard Japan as
a good model to emulate. Moreover, I will place emphasis on creating
an environment that will attract such people to come to Japan.

No other prime minister of Japan had ever expressed in such a clear
manner his concern for public dilplomacy.  “Public diplomacy” is
not a term that is heard often in Japan, and still it is not a concept
that is shared as social consensus except among a small diplomatic
community. However, it has been increasingly highlighted as a tool
for strategies of diplomacy, cultural promotion, trade, tourism, and

urban planning.
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