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It is also obvious that internationalization doesn’t mean for Japan
the abandonment for its own values and ways of life or any loss of

identity. ¢
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The same year (2007) we were doing the seminar circuit in Japan, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, with a view to raising awareness
of the attractions of Japanese contemporary culture, established the
International Manga Award, which was designed to honor manga
artists who contributed to the promotion of manga overseas. There
were 146 entries from twenty-six countries all over the world, including
fifteen entries from the UK. The scheme was the result of an idea
raised in a policy speech on cultural diplomacy, “A New Look at
Cultural Diplomacy: A Call to Japan’s Cultural Practitioners, ”
delivered on April 28, 2006 by the foreign minister Taro Aso. This
award was significant, as it was an official recognition that manga

artists could be non-Japanese. %
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