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Another possibility is it came from Sagisawa Moé—the name of a childish
character in the ANIME Dinosaur Planet (1993)—or Takatsu Moé from 7aiyo ni
Smashu (1993); and later spread to include the child-like Tomoé Hotaru from
Salior Moon S(1994). One last possibility is suggested by OKADA TOSHIO,
who says moé was first used to describe the budding beauty of childlike
GRAVIA idoru.

Regardless of where it came from, a character described as moé today is an
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amalgam of LOLICON and BISHOJO features. Most are infantile and bright
and have massive, wet, dog-like eyes. They can seem almost animal-like, alien,
or androgynous. The appeal of moé relates to childlike purity, so it should come
as no surprise that moé characters tend to be younger than KAWAII BISHOJO
school-girls. The lolicon image is now considered too “real,” and too sexual, so
moé is used instead to define a fantasy love or desire.

Taking this a step further, MANGA artist Akamatsu Ken of Love Hina fame
believes that moé is the latent mothering instinct in men who want to protect and
raise these imaginary characters but at the same time are sexually drawn to them.
Similarly, FUJOSHI read YAOI manga as moé when a pure friendship between
male characters becomes transgressively and sexually intimate. In both cases,
sex with the moé character is the opposite of the fetishized purity fans say they
seek, and often takes the form of abuse. As weird as this may be, psychologist
Saito Tamaki has suggested that without the fantasy outlet of moé a
significant portion of the Japanese population would actually become deviant.
(Galbraith 154-155)

F 7=, Héctor Gracia. A Geek in Japan (2010) TiFZkDi@Y) TH 5D,

Moé is the otaku world par excellence. Its exact meaning is difficult to explain.
It’s a kind of exclamation to declare one’s passion/love for anime or manga
character considered adorable/pretty. You might use it, for example, “You’re a
big-eye moe,” meaning you have thing of fetish for anime girls with big eyes.

The origin of the word isn’t known for certain, but one of the most likely theories
is that it came from anime series like Salior Moon, because the girls in them, like
Hotaru Tomoe, were so adorable.

In 2005 there was a dorama— a terebi dorama (see chapter 10) —and a movie
called Densha Otoko. The story was about an otaku who fell in love with a girl
from a rich family. In the series, the hero often chats with his otaku buddies, and
one of the most frequently used words is moe. Thanks Densha Otoko, the word
became popular. Today, it’s commonly used in a ordinary conversations as a

synonym for beautiful or sexy. (Garcia 92)
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