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...the universalism of a country’s culture and its ability to
establish a set of favorable rules and institutions that govern
areas of international activity are critical sources of power.
As we shall see in greater detail in chapter 6, these soft
sources of power are becoming more important in world politics
today.

Such considerations question the conclusion that the world is
about to enter a Japanese ear in world politics. The nature of
about to enter is changing and some of the changes will favor

Japan, but some of them may favor the United States even more. *’
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What is soft power? It is the ability to get what you want through
attraction rather than coercion or payments. It arises from the



attractiveness of a country’s culture, political ideals, and
policies.
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