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The fact that a high rank is awarded to you in the fields
of Science and Literature has induced me respectfully to request
your opinion on a project I have in contemplation, connected with
the introduction of the English language into the Japanese Empire.

The spoken language of Japan being inadequate to the growing
necessities of the people of that Empire, and too poor to be made, by
a phonetic alphabet, sufficiently useful as a written language, the
idea prevails among us that, if we would keep pace with the age,

we must adopt a copious and expanding European language. ®
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