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DS DEFRIHOA S 7 DEFEEIZN TN D K5I EbiD,

Patrick W.Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encylopedia(2009) Tl “otaku” (22>
Tl 3 HREE CTEREIT-o T 5, TOFEAIX “Nerd; geek or banboy. A
hardcore or cult fan.” ®2 &2, EHIT “otaku” (T OWTIFLLFOI@EY
TdH D,

Back in Japan, “otaku” still had negative connotations until the
early 2000s. However, the acceptance of anime overseas led the
Japanese government to start actively promoting anime, manga, and
video games (see COOL JAPAN). Research firms ran the numbers
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whose enthusiastic spending on hobbies didn’t decline during the

recession. Otaku were suddenly a bright spot for recessionary Japan.
In 2005, Fujn TV's DENSHA OTOKOheralded the beginning of the

good —guy otaku image that changed the face of AKIBA. Today it’s

not uncommon for celebrities like SHOKO-TAN, or politicians such

as ASO TARO, to associate with otaku. ©*

Héctor Garcia. A Geek in Japan (2010)i21% “LIFE OF AN OTAKU”

“ASPECTS OF OTAKU CULTURE” ® 2IEHH5, “LIFE OF AN
OTAKU” i “THE ORIGIN OF THE OTAKU” & L TRD & 9 72iEF
PR % D TEILEAIT L TBE T2,

The word otakuhas a curious origin. In Japanese, this term is used
to refer to another person’s house, but it’s also a not-very-common
second-person honorific pronoun. Apparently, in the Japanese geek
community, the otaku pronoun was often used to refer to fellow geeks
when it wasn’t really necessary to be so formal. Little by little, people
outside geek communities noticed this phenomenon and started

using the word otaku to refer to geeks. During the ninetines, it
became widespread in Japan, and at the end of the century it began

to spread around the world, not only as a word but as a cultural move-

ment. ¥

ZDOH%IZ “WHAT IS AN OTAKU?” 2% 0, S HITRO X S IZEHA ST
WD, BPERRZARIT L TR X720y,

For the Japanese, an otaku is a person who spends much of his or her
spare time shut away at home cultivating hobbies of the most diverse
kinds. The most prevalent otaku in Japan are those interested in

manga, video games, and anime or simply those addicted to the
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internet. At first, in the nineties, the word otaku was distinctly
pejorative, implying that the person didn’t have a real life beyond the
Internet or his favorite comic books. *?

“ASPECTS OF OTAKU CULTURE” TiZ “otaku” DEFRIFRNHDD,
“MOE” “MEIDO FASHION” %30 i HivTung,
Antonia Levi, Mark McHarry, and Dru Pagliassotti, editors. Boys’Love
Manga (2010)7> “Glossary” TiE “otaku” [Z2OVWWTRD X 9 IZEFE L TV
Do

Fan(s) of manga, anime and/or video games; a pejorative term that
has been taken as positive by many fans. Azuka Hiromi gives
“otakiu’ in a Japanese context as males generally between the ages
of eighteen and forty, whose culture became a mass social phenom-
enon in 1995-96 with the boom of interest in the anime series Shin
seiki evangelion (Neon Genesis Evangelion). In a 1989 moral panic
“otaku” was exteneded to all amateur manga artists and fans
irrespective of sex. In a U.S. context, otaku may be female or male,
and otaku status can be seen as  “cool” among fans even as it has
negative connotations among some. The U.S. anime/manga and
Asian popular culture convention Otakon calls itself “the convention

of the otaku generation.” ©*®

TR g el b L
AR VIS, LA e T DR

AN \S g
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WA =2y« DU —F [£9 L THHEFETIREZ TV HARDOF
100] (20100 “Part 4 The New Culture, Lifestyle and Traditions of
Japan” T “67 What is otakuto the Japanese” & L CRD X 9 IZiiHH X
TS,

This new generation makes up most of the sub-culture that have a
lot of interest in anime, manga or other such fashions and trends.
This is why people started labeling those who belonged to these groups
as ‘otaku.’” One side of the coin sees otaku culture as being truly
creative, springing out of the computer age with a global influence.
The flipside, however, is that this culture is also associated with many
current social problems because of their inabilities to communicate
well. The problems caused are related to family, changing work
ethics and even serious crimes that sometimes stem from Internet
communication.

While many good and bad things are associated with otaku, few
would aruge that these people have not made an impression on
Japanese society. Moreover, otakuhas already become a term
used outside Japan, and a growing number of people around the
world are finding enjoyment in appreciating the creative genius
in the otakuworld. For most Japanese, this major cultural trend
catching attention overseas is something that makes them both

proud and curious. 7

(A% 7 ] \ZOWCTHY BT 5 & cool, kawalii, cawaii 72 EO#ES & U
> L CkD, [COOL=7>> 2\ 17Tl otaku OHEFCIEEIE L T
%o TIRAMETIEZ DA F 7 (otaku)i L ED K HHRDIVTNDDIEA S ),
FLIGRIZR ST BAGEE W) ZEREDNDN, ZOBUEN G R THL D,
1993 RIZ Kk T &7 Shorter Oxford English Dictionary \ 240 S 7-H
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FED OB, 335 AAIBRATEEEL LR MR - A AC TR DR TEIRA
ah) R ERRMERR. 1998 4F 8 H) Tlid otaku I3V EiF T zevy, FIT
&1 TERRSEEO et I —REE 22 o 7o BAGE] (MRiLGe#] 9 (2),
1992 4% 1 H) . Nicholas W. Warren. “Japanese in English A Preliminary
Study of Japanese Influence on English Vocabulary” ([#& i 4c Tk
45, 1993 46 H). Nicholas W. Warren. “Four Centuries of Japanese in
English A Brief Historical Outline of Lexical Borrowings”™ ([f&[i] 41445
KAc#E] 46, 1993 4F 12 A) 126 otaku [TV T THA TRV, Ftildh
HEELT otaku ZFHRTHD LELLTF DY) Th D,

JREELEEOR

otaku fLH LB L

(McLeod, William T. , editor. 7he Collins Paperback English
Dictionary. Collins, 1986. First edition.)

otaku L LE&72 L
(The New Merriam- Webster Dictionary. Merriam-Webster Inc.,
1989.)

Otaku E;Hj L/Eu fcﬁ L/
(Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary of Current English. Oxford
University Press, 1992. Encyclopedia edition).

otaku (in Japan) young people who are obsessed with computer
tecchonology to the detriment of their social skills.

—ORIGIN Japanese, lit. ‘your house’, alluding to the reluctance
of such people to leave the house. *®

(Concise Oxtford English Dictionary. 2004. Eleventh Edition)

otaku R LB L
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(Oxford Advanced Leaner’ Dictionary. Oxford University Press,
2005. Seventh edition)

otaku R LERE7ZR L
(Longman Exams Dictionary. Pearson Education Limited, 2006.
First edition)

otaku (in Japan) a young person who is obsessed with computers or
particular aspects of popular culture to the detriment of their social
skills.

(Oxford Dictionary of English. 2010. Third Edition)

BRI L A ER E D L FEHNID 2N DD, in Japan, young,
obsessed with computers, the detriment of the social skills ® 4 > F—1T
—RIZR 02572, [EEBE] (2008) Tz FEAFHIZIIXIT DAL 13
DNNIRHT 4 U7eRHBLE UL, 955D the detriment of the social skills
[ ZOWTIEZ DRIfE X T obsessed with computers &6V, 2 Ea—HT
7 ) a o OREAT A EY | AEEIRa R o= — 3 VRENIDMERR DI
TS EWIEFRITIRS 97y ZORIBIR L TTT ATIRWNI LA[IKR
Bl \ZEXATT 4 T TIHRWEAS, L, 22T nerd &) HGEEN
EOILTORNZ LD E| nerd & otaku [HBEVWE SR LTS EHE
2 &5, ¥{Z. Oxtord Dicitonary of English (2010)TlZ., popular culture
WZOWTH AT HILTWD Z EIFEH LTRWEA D, W 5 JGERE
HTIEDR Y DAR—R % L S THAT200WEETHY . Z ZIZ popular
culture DL SN2 & T, ~UH /T =X, F—LEOTVHNLALT
UYNEEND Z LI D,

SRR HESLR
otaku FLHLFERL
IR - Z29Fe - [EREE St [/ NFAE 7 v 7Ly 7 Gyt /vy
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fif, 198941 H., 2 2k 7 )

otaku RHI LEER L
OKIERF =H T2 v— Vacfnivil] =244, 1994 4F 3 H)

otaku LI LEEZ L
([VINFAET o A Lo~y AGEFIRER] /INFEE, 1994 4F 3 H 55 2 il 2 i)

otaku LI LEEZ L
AR To—=7 A5Fngt] KMEFEEE, 1994 4F 4 A UGTHIR)

otaku R LEE L
CRKEF=#% [ 77> o T = U —gofngai] =% 200041 H)

otaku A %7 [Jap.] “?
CAERETR [ 7~ Fa A ZEFEH)] =445, 200142 H)

JNEE - TCDfF BADZ &% 1 HFEECTEE L TA5] (2008) Tldkd
X 97N G 5,

Otakuis geek, nerd, or freak in English. The otakuhang out mostly
in the Akihabara area of Tokyo or the Nipponbashi area of Osaka.
There , you can see many electronic, comic and anime DVD shops.

Most otaku are male. 4V

SIHIZ, RATRETVGEN « REL CIILLTO L 22553500380 %,
geek [T 5 7|

kENWRAH 7, BEINETE DN,
nerd 44 7 |
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kAL a—H 7 PITR T, WEFORGL (PETW D, RO
172 &) DA,

freak 447
(AN =T v ZITITE>THD A, AFA, 42

FFREOFSCT 1 TR 2 S W 9 2 D OfiIN S D728, otaku Dk
B & L C geek, nerd, freak 38 STV 5, KU HERBUTHLD “Most
otaku are male.” T&h 5,

Ross Mouer “Work culture” (2009)DH Gl otaku IOV TIRD X HIZE
FLTWD,

otaku (devotees to a narrowly defined, mainstream passion) “*’

BRI —HOAZ 71295 Z LN ED X5 el KA 52 T
LIEBRZDRETHAH, 5% [F4 73t 1ZAROR v T IINT % —
DOEDE LTHEHTE WD LB FZ D, A ¥ —3y b [RIAFGE
DI, 172 /A% 7 /Otaku) (ZXiu, #HCiE T0taku) ~0
RO E LT [Wapanese] EWIHEELHDHLOT,

FIHAROT = AT — D72 ERRANKUT /2 DIT0h, REREGK
JLDIET, FIUCEFIZITE VIAATWD N%E, [Wapanese] (7V/3=
— A/ White + Japanese/ HARLTY = X0~ F—AZBWET 55
FU. BRANIRD T2V, HDOWIARYLDOEGIAERN RO 72 L
BUONAATZD T 5B ANEINRT 2 AT 7)) 708 EBERNTFESr— A
LT AV DR ETHEI > TNH L 5T, @

HHANI ) LIEBRBIIAARANER LT Z LWL DT TIEROD, K

KHiGe L UTHZA TR & 72459, [Wapanese| | FHBAREE I IAGE &
HFZ LB, FEEH SRV 972, Patrick W. Galbraith. The

25



Otaku Encyclopedia (2009)iZ(% Wapanese] MOEB 2 H 5,

a put-down for a non-Japanese who attempts to be Japanese by
appropriating Japanese culture as experienced through ANIME,
MANGA and video. This is most often used among international
fans to discourage foreign OTAKU behavior. 4’

A > —=2 h® Urban Dictionary 2 JiUZZOstEI T F 0T April
14,2003 &£ 72> TN\D, ZOEFRIN D0 B0, IRMID 2 DDEFAH
FLTBI I,

“Wapanese” are decidedly caucasian individuals who, by means

of thoroughly warped postmodern acculturation processes, have
come to the decision that it is in their best interest to act as if they
were denizens of the nation of Japan. The term “wapanese” can

be accurately though of as an analog to wigger. A whitey can be
classified as a “Wapanese” if they are in possession of two or more of
the following defining traits:

1. Has an unhealthy obsession with shallow, saccharine and
intellectually insulting animation shows (also refered to as anime
by the nerd elite) originally tailored for young Japanese children

2. Operates under the erroneous belief that every aspect of
American culture is vastly inferior to that of Japan’s — even
though 99.9% of Wapanese have never had firsthand experience of
any sort with their preferred culture (in other words, they've never

set so much as one foot upon the island(s) of Japan) *¢’

FILL A v & —%y b FD [TAKRT =R -~ B 77 ] ZEMT AHER
{asE WAPANESE] (2005.9.10) TIIRD X 9 ISHEA LT 5,
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b HDIGEFEMEED MBSV TORAT =X « = TR FEOH
67%)ﬁf@7/ﬁ%5%ﬁﬂ%ﬁéhfwtomﬂSMKV/ﬁﬁ

FEOHZIL TShonen-Ai (DH5) | TKawail (R]Z2)Y) | 72 SR -
T [Wapanese] &9 3EHEENH > T, EMIX People who are
manga fans (DT 7)) | E7poTnD,
FENZALK DT =X« =TT 7 o EFEZETHUIAYIZ shonen-Al,
kawaii, yuri, hentai, yaoi 72 EOSEENEFMIIH TS 5, THREFT:
BHEENZ D OBFEL R L~V THIZ o 77> LT
? Wapanese (7/3=—2X) ZHENT 20130700 <~ XA, @7

Z D& & Urban Dictionary (Zfiliiu TN 5, TEROFGES S « A7 7 KEE
W—T AV, AFXVAR A—ANTVT, BFH, VTR ]
(2010.4.19 TIIHED L S ITHEA LT D,

[410#]

1. BARNSH

2. JHEWIRT =R e~ T 7,

FITERRE L TEDILD, otaku L D EEOEBREV R (FpLADE
%E?@\mﬂukwo”ﬁm77/_ﬁw RAWTHEMIICE B X
HEELHD), T=AHEARDOY T IINT X —ZD8 ) IARBE -4
D, T=ADX X Z7 72 —D L) 7eklifz Lizv, TBORHARNTE-
72HWVNDIZ) LWV ST AR Z R L EDET-AANDZ L&, Bied
AARGFE ) LITRRDZOT, FRIAIEE S, @8

A B —F v b EOFEEIIBIT D ERE WV OB L TEB &V, The
Online Slang Dictionary OEZEITLL FD@ Y Th 5,

+ a person obsessed with Japanese culture.
By WatterGR, Sacremento, CA. USA, Apr 14 2010 [Edit definition]

(49)
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Wikitonary Cl3kD L H IZEFEL T,

Etymology

Blend of white and Japanese of wannabe and Japanese. Formed by

analogy with the word wigger.

Adjective

wapanese(not comparable)

1. (derogatory, slang) used to refer to Cacasian individuals who try
to assimilate too much of Japanese culture. Characateristics
may include an obsession with anime or martial arts, or
inapporpiate or incorrect casual use of Japanese words.

Synonyms

* weeaboo
M This page was last modified on 27 August 2010, at 18:22. ®©

FREDTEFRIT OV TR 472 TR O FFOEEI - FefEiio Tweblio 24N
Fige) THEOFEHE LTRASh TV, ©Y 7235, hikikomori %
TRZRH LEEE UCHa# L7- Oxford Dictionary of English (2010|213,
otaku, kawaii [ LH LiEE L CToH D753, wapanese, yaoi, hentai | 3485 41
TV, W IUZ LT H wapanese OFJHEIIIE-> & D L7V A3, Urban
Dictionary (2 XAUX 2003 44 H 14 H DN ONE SO AT/ % H 72,
Z i Douglas McGray. “Japan’s Gross National Cool” (2002)L1# CT& 5
ZLELERELEHRLCWA L DT Z D, otaku & wapanese (2O TR
KNS HARDR T ANF % —DZ L VENVFT SN TNDHEF ST
FWEr s,

4 [REL] & FH27)
HASE T, OB, X DX O SFROLTTHEITA Rz, BT
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TNT 7y NeZDOFERBURD ANDEETH D, FNERE D AAGE
INDbOHIUL, HAFENEDE FINEE R 2 HZ < leo T D,
SAGELHEZ DG E D HIULMEHFEE LTE L2 258055, bHAA,
BEFIGELOS AT EREOFE G BT E 220,

L<HBNAD EZ AT, tabacco—~% /Na—72| 3T 7 —fE, typhoon —
BEFEOREFTHREICHAFELLE LTES-oTHRWEAD, T, #5658
(278 o 72 AAGE IO E O Tl hikikomori 21X U, tsunami, karaoke,
anime, manga, otaku, bento 72 EMRH Y, TS [HGEII/r o7 HAGE

(2006) . SFEE [SGEEOMEL] (TURAFRHTHE, 2008), THEEIAST-HA
FE—%] (http//taweb.aichi-u.ac.jp/hayakawa/isamu06.html) (2011 4 9
H16 A7 7|R) RRERINWEELRAH, 201143 A 11 HORAAKR
ERBITKEDOVEA Operation Tomodachi 72 E7>5 tomodachi & #5EIC
ADAREMEI s 5,

ST, WIZEBEZ L TUIRBRNT LIISKEREE B ¥ 1R L TEDE
FHHT5A, INGEL TSGR L L Ch # TRl T 256, £ LTk
BICH b D AAGEE & T RILT DA ThH D, AElTEAZ OS5
(ZOWTHY B0,

TO\BR) Ko [hEAT) RKedT2bDE LT, Ry T ILFx
—DOETHELUTOLDN D %,

B7=< — 4
F AN — < H
R SRV — HIAA

TlE, B2/ FHE 7] OEHRIFXE S THA D0, EREFHILRD [IAFHE]
(2008) =X° [EIERERAL] (2009) 72 &% MB7-< ) ZRHLIEE LT
%, oL, CadkERERAL] (2009) TIEARR 10 ~—) oy,
IHMEAEZ ] L LAY, B 2HETIE 90 FER ST T Fr—L L
THREMRMEZEOCHMES | &L, 20f3rE LT FAIEEREA % 7 T
BEPCND, T PEWEERER] OB 23wy 120 TH ST
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F5, [V IFENEIFIROERE LD [EHbbowny [7eTr
AT EVWIBEREIRAT. [XEWUAA) [T ahUAA] I2EDENT
WL, EREAZHOTHED |, [ZOFEEEEMICHEX L2 & LTE

7] EWVSTENENEVIAENTWD Z LITEETER, LA, ZDh
2 HEBIBUIBIREEORE L~ v F L THDHONE Lty LavL,
ZOBMBAZT TTRTEFA L ENDLDITTHRRY,

T OISR LT 2l TBICHREO SR AEE] (2009) (2010)TH
R LT 457 ) Tha, T5H5F X7 THHNT 2528, Wb
DD MEIIEETIX 872K & TH¥ 7 ) WRET DN, [F4 7] %
AL TODEIRZ2NE SR D, TF7<] OFRE [B72<J 122\ T
BANZEY BT 7-hgRiisk M7= < J omfst. #2 M7= < 23voidny
(1983), F7-ZORDOfE#EE MEE 7Y v 2] ORERZBD T KIFE:
150.1958)1% [T37-< | OFstT—1980 4 Ga1 (2004)Z1X b E Lz [k
72 Z0—" [HEFFERO X 512 1996 4E~1997 ENHHKT 44 7
b, T2 27 AM] 1996)&%E L CWD0R X7 | Z—F 125y
DITWADS, KIFEHE TT37-< ) OFssE—1980 RG] GlakttprE,
2004), EO%ERHSCE, 2007)TH RSz, KFIEL 2004 F0 [T
2] TIEHRD X DB~ Tn 5,

[357-< | DFEZRE LI FD 80 FEROKRITHE X 7=F, 1X<IE
[F67-< ) PMEBLLT- & SNHARTE SSOWEES I TFIGIC AR S
NHZRELDOTHLEEZEZT, TDOIZ EETIET DN OO FELE
W, EDBZFITA B Do TR,
OORSNIRIET 7<) B a2 r) LEERZONLFT
EFIZEN OGN TS HDTHY , LnL, FAICESHmZHZ &
TAIDDITE D Bz STV -7 L IFEEE S TV ey, 62

F7-. B TIIBURAASHYLS L W o T2 L 9 BRI ROz T [
X7 IR0 EONTEY, A X —%y b ETH (B2 4% 7 OEN
R ELHEFE SN TN D, I I TR R RF OISR S E & D
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KHEFNECAY 2004 FERTHNCHRY U7z THRACHEFAREMEE ) oifigeits L
T TB=<) & 27 OFNE D2 | IZOWTROD X 9 ITHE# LT
l/\%)o

[B7-< 1 SIFEIZ 0 FERIZBNTH T L F v —a 148 LT LT
ANZFRL, 271 1390 FRIZR>THERZOBD LY . 4 TR
WIRERE 2 B9 D N, ECBEEfEd, ©9

T DS IR [T3672 < ) DRl 238 f & LT B barTn
D EEDITMATIBEN,

BT FREAUZ LY | BEIYLDOZFEE 727210 T2 <, B L LT
L ORI R T A D, 18672 < ) DNEWFES s NS D% 25| & 5%
—Ji. BRO~ I /T = AN TR Kol sn &, HH4F
EDNZEIZ T otaku & LTHILID L D172V, T872< ] 1% lotaku) &L
THBID L DIZARY | TB7< ) IRFMELITRN T2 7] & LTS
NDEINTRoTEBZTH LVwh Livew, #afins [B7-< ) 2
WHNZZT AL 5 & LTERRZ T2 7 EREL WD TRV wné
Bz 5, KFITH ETH 80 D [B7-< ) #WHT=0iz [FHx7]) &
HFIZ [B72<) ERFELLTWD, FHESFFEIRAIZCD, 80 FRIZIRL T,
Bio < OERZRHREIITEH LTCHDEEITE 42 7] LW )Rtk
STNDEESTINEAS, L, RINEBMEHZ LIZDIZF T TR « <
I T A DT —)v - TxR52002)TH Y . BRRORZEOFERD L 5122

AU U C & 72 HARBURNOZE DS LIV,
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EoE FHIDOEE

1 A%75H#R

BRI KAUTA & 715 1970 FHROWERZ R & LTOD0, AF
= A B IRAROBYAEIEZ D ! | (2009)D X H1\2AF 7 % 5 HARIZ53T
THIZ, b HAARG I GMIERTH DA, = 2 TldAd ¥ 7 0L Es
IR ROFN 2T U TR 5720120 RiFizun, G

51 1960 AFRETHEE TS, Lo ITHEHR
VT AR T A X, UL, PR — A
BT —I, FHiRk
#5240 1970 FFRHIRAE 80RO T L B — 4 /XY 3 ERRD
FHNF
M~ b, bR A A
B3R 1980 FARHIEAE A A AN T X — VT IALT X —DEN
b v a1tk
O —T —a— Fitkdm T 7 5 A
FAMAR 1990 FRATEE A o F—Fy MR
FH R 2000 FRAIERA WEBLANA X 7 SUIZIEFUBL L AT

FH 7 BRI LS, aT A X I ns T A Nt x 7 AR L0
W, A v Z—Fy b, XVar, TUHA, DVD EWoloTF VA LA T
YDERKESSTRNEASD, T O LIZRBUIHOWTRIHERIE T2 4 Me
LA % 7 it & 2 ORHE) (2007) TROD L H1ZiR~T 5,

DVD O 078 2 L DIEARA LSS, > M L DVERFRSA
FTEBLLITRD LV ST ER, BIMOFEEEIMEL 725 Z &1T
FoT, BWEREFLE LTz [F4 N 7242 7 BOSIMBEEZ 5,
ZOFENRPERET D LK, AFIEME L THE RS LT
HIENIAN Y EFAEREFF O X 912720 . e TSGR S D X
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2Tl B, B

FH I DTA MUTEL A, BHZR, TAT LI EANLORNR-TNDH I E
IFE9ETHRNT &7

ZO[FH2 7074 Ml oFT, 227 LnHsERERGIAL, <A
REL TS, BIfE, A7 WO 8L =7 [T77v) L
7 B—] 1R EOREZaFE LTS, TOOMF& | FREEDEVEIRAEWT
BHINTEY, HOPHHEE OB - Bl - LUx—1E [OO4#
7] DT HI LS TED, ©Y

ZDOTA MEENTZA X 7 DNBECIIFEETHORE B L 52 52 L2k
BHDTZ,

2 AFI7E1HR 1960 FRATERLE

% 785 1 HRIE 2011 AEEEE IR 50 4R, TV B [H ek (1958),
TV 7 =2 [87 k2] (1963), [~ >/~ GOGOGO] (1967 ABH &=
D, ZOMROKE AR, TV EITEE L, DHD R 1970 4E1C
K« A L RRAESITh 2N aEfniztit, 4idrys2rars
Y OERAHAESAE LN D, A TIHER L TWO A I CIE =59
2y BEINCIRWTIEPC oA v 2 —%y b L3R Th o723, 304 TIx
AU HB—Fy bOFBELR ZF, MFORTZ O LIz —LOiEH%Z LT
WAHRTHA S, TFHaZB e T V4 A LEORE O TR A Lk
K L WA IR TIZZRNETEA 90y, DD DEEIZI 30> 72 6 DOIFEIHE
DER% 7807 —ADJFRE 72> TND b DTH D, LAFDOH » aNiZZzDnT
—ADEAH DN TV THMS I, VL k7~ 2(1966), K7 A 5
—Q971), ~ T A—ZA972), BT — L, BE T —4 R 2 ORHZE
REFT D LD,
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IR Twr  ARETA F— s U —RIBHEE TRV TARERY ) —XT
bb, BERN =X, BET—h, BRIV I~ ZEIZLTTVET
AT b D12, BH 7 —AHNH T A X —TlET o000 EE L, TDO%D
t—a—4H0, 7T =ATIIHIGRAOFELE 25T D,

<V UH—ZIIn Ry hT = AT, TOHILIZaR Yy b7 = A TEGEIC

H
72 ARG st 7(1964),  BATHID COEEIERE O E IR
TN ESAEREE(1966) B 2 0> 1960 FHRTh -7z,
TV FHACIX [ 8K 3 | £EHEA] (1969-1985)13A4 % 755 1 721 T
72 B 2 RIC O R E 7o slB% B2 - iR DT =7 4 B TH D,

3 AFUE2HR 1970 FRATERE
A5 7 55 2 HUBE 40 £ 1969 FRTITT RN 11 52 H AR L0
FHEAREEDOMATH D, Bl [AZ—7 3 —X] Q9T DABRITF DG
WTbDHHA, FAENT PFEREY~ 1 (1979, [R5 47 )

(197973 TV JEiEA BRGS0 b Z O TH 5,

F7o. ZOHFRIT 1980 FERDT L H—F A AL N DL b2 T T
b LIRS, Z ORI & o THEPRARVORETIT 4 A=—F 2 K,
FLEY—LTh D, 1983 FEITITHIT 4 X=F—F > FABE L, (LK
N7 7 I —aL B a—X—NRB N, BT 7 X 2 IFER A — A
MBS T LS THRNES S, [F b L0 S#H LS R 527
LWV THIWEAS S, A BEEIZ SG1000 23572 LT\ D, =, K
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B3 1985 41T [A—S—< U F 75— %355 L. 1970 4EAER O
AT 10 TR, FRC bR bIEEZZ T E>TRWES D,
X5V Foa—FT o BNFE LD 1974 £ Th5, BIIETITA
5 7 2 HADB O L 75T S 2 & BIERICET 5,
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11 Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia (2009)

The Otaku Encyclopedia OB E L TlX “An insider’s guide to the
subculture of Cool Japan” [FMNEANDT=DDT X 7 « oY A 70T 47 |
Z[ff L C Kodansha International 75 iR & 417, #FFED Patrick W.
Galbraith(b. 19822 DU TIIATED 17/ 35—ZRO L 9 IZFER ST D,

Patrick W. Galbraith is a journalist based in Tokyo. He specializes in
Japanese popular culture and writes regular columns for Metropolis

121



magazine, and the Otaku2. com website.

He is a Ph.D. candidate researching otaku at the University of
Tokyo and is familiar face in Akihabara, where he gives regular tours
of the otaku capital dressed as Goku from Dragon Ball His writing
has also appeared in Akiba Today and Akibanana, and he has
academic articles upcoming in Signs, Positions, Mechademia and the

journal of Japanese Studies. ‘' %

ZDLEDEHNIIX Dragonball DENI « FRIEZED A AT 20— LEET-FE
DEENRZ HIVCWND, The Otaku Encyclopedia [XH\ZT % 7 120F %4k
STVWDLDITTIFR, T &7 ZENIINEAD S RT-BRD AU L2 Y
FFTWD, IAAUILLTO L D 23BN 038 2 DTHEY R Cis&izuy,

Are you an otaku? Do you have otaku friends you can't relate to?
Then let The Otaku Encyclopedia expand your knowledge of the
fascinating subculture of Cool Japan. This definitve guide intro-
duces the world of Japn’s anime nerds, game geeks, and pop-idol
fanboys, with over 600 terms that any fan Japanese pop culture
simply must know. Moé doujinshi, cosplay; and most importantly
otakuitself, are clealy explained in a fun yet informative way by a
self-confessed otaku who has spent years researching the otaku
heartland.

Scattered among the encyclopedia entries are interviews with
key otaku like artist Takashi Murakami, otaku expert Okada
Toshio, J-pop idol Shoko Nakagawa, and many others entrenched
in the world of maid cafés, street-idols, and figure collecting. An
essential A-to-Z of otaku culture not to be missed. ' * 7
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HHAZNRTANTTIRL, BAIEBAS BIT-o XY LN ERRTND,
Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) TlL sekaikey
anime DEFEIRIC L HITFH L TN D,
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World-style ANIME. Stories in which the protagonist's world
equals the entire world. Personal emotions and relationships
determine the fate of the world; there is no difference between wanting
to die and wanting the world to end. Because this outlook is so selfish

and immature, these stories tend to feature young antiheroes. (' 9%
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HJElZHLY 172 Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia. (2009) Tt
WOLH7HEE & LTHRY EF 6, ST,

Cute. Because this word appears in almost every conversation
among Japanese girls, it is often one of the first words picked up
by ANIME fans. It may be the single most common word in Japan,
and the constant squeals of “Kawaii! Kawaii!” used girls to describe

just about anything can at times be nauseating. 2°%
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100J] (20100 “Part 4 The New Culture, Lifestyle and Traditions of
Japan” C “75 What does ‘kawaii’ kawail mean?” & L CRDE I
STV D

When the otaku culture gained worldwide recognition, the word
kawaii 70 also became well-known.

The original meaning of kawaiiis ‘cute’ or ‘pertty, anditis
used when described puppies, babies or tiny flowers. To some extent.
People , particularly girls, use kawaii when describing anything that
is lovable or special to them. For example, a purse with a pretty pink
coloranda ‘cool’ look can be labeled as kawaii....

As you can imagine, kawaiiis a convenient word that can be used
in many situations. And by combining this word with the moe ¥
Z_ concept, kawaii has become one of the key words used by akiba-
keipeople, particularly otaku girls. With this in mind, cosplay and

plastic figures are often designed to be kawaii, 2°%

HEED ‘cute’ or ‘pretty’ (ZiF ‘beautiful, attractive’ &\ o7z NEDE
Th b, £7-. ‘pretty’ (2% ‘Informal used ironically to express annoyance
or displeasure’ 209 L Z-o7E KL HDH 2 LIXZ ZTHMBL TRBERL,
Oxtord Dictionary of English 2010)IZ13 R LiEL LT ‘kawaii’ 2360 |
ZDERIFIROBEY ThHD,

(in the context of Japanese popular culture) cute the quality of being
cute, or items that are cute
—ORIGIN Japanese 20
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(5) Thorstein Botz-Bornstein. 7he Cool-Kawaii (2011)
225 Thorstein Botz-Bornstein (Z- DWW TIIERD “About the Author”
WZIRD X H IZEeE S TnA,

Thorstein Botz-Bornstein was born in Germany and studied
philosophy in Paris and Oxford. As a postdoctoral researcher based
in Finalnd he undertook extensive research on Russian formal ism
and semiotics in Russia and the Baltic countries. He has alo been
researching in Japan, in particular on the Kyoto School and on the
philosophy of Nishida Kitaré. At present he is Assitant Professor
of Philosophy at the Gulf University for Science and Technology in
Kuwait. 224

REOY 7 X A bvid “Afro-Japanese Aesthetics and New World

Modernity” &725TW%, 7288, KEOHNEIZLLTOMEY THh o,

Introduction

1 Cool and Kawaii

New World Modernity

Aspects of Cuteness

Cross Gender Tendencies in Cool and Kawaii
Coolness between Virtue Ethics and Aesthetics

Ot = W N
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The Temptation of Kitsch

Kitsch in Japan: Tradition and Modernity

Cool and Dandyism: Two Words—One Concept
Dandyism, Consumer Society, and Virtual Reality
Conclusion: A Dialectics of Cool and Kawaii?

© 00 39 O

Thorstein Botz-Bornstein |3ZE208L R D Kawail 252 LCBY, 7 —
JU e xRNl Kawall 23 ED L HITY 7 SETWDD, FOHIKIC
DV TIE “Introduction” % R TR 720,

Conquering the World

Kawaii and Cool as Soft Powers

The Fusion of Cool and Kawaii

Cool, Kawaii, and Decadence

Afro-Japanese Culture

Against Afrocentrism

An Anthropology of Cool-Kawaii

A Study of Space

The Chapters

First Degree Parallels between Cool and Kawaii

AETIT cool IZOWVTIRD X 9 IR AHRIT TS,

What do these two examples—the one African American cool, the
other Japensese cute or kawaii—have in common? At first glance
not much. One is masculine and preoccupied with the dissimula-
tion of emotion; the other is feminine and engaged in the ostentious

(225)

display of sentimentality.

African American cool (Z-2V T Hip-Hop music 32D E 725 9,
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HAMBIOLDIZOWTHERT D L. TTHRD XL H 125,

Both cool and kawaii are antidotes to stereotypes of their respective
homogenous “official” societies, which are the blandness of a plain,
barren, vauge, and featureless white American monoculture, and the
uniformity of postwar Japnese group-oriented society determined by
the corporate worker’s lifestyle, entrance examination prep schools,

and the domestic boredom of housewives. *2%

S HIZIRD X H I TV B,

Kawaii culture engages in a similar fight against an  “official”

modernity attempting to replace it with a subtler mode of what
West calls  “New World Modernity.” 227

AA% 4% kawaii |2 Hello Kitty 2109 175 = ka7 < 720,
Hello Kitty (22D CiI& CHl 5723, The Cool-Kawaii (2011) Tk
DOEIITHY BT b Tng,

I believe that Hello Kitty can lead to an interesting reflection on
emotional saturation, articulation, and authenticity. Since the
1990s, when a McDonald campaign fostered a genuine Hello Kitty
craze in Japan, Hello Kitty stands out as one of the best known

manifestations of Japanese kawaii culture. *2®

Tld Hello Kitty D&/ & 13T T A 5 7,
... the case of Hello Kitty is particularly remarkable because within

the simplicity of Hello Kitty’s “Zen cuteness” (McVeigh 2000b:226)

a lack of something has been elevated to the status of aesthetic
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McVeigh &1 “How Hello Kitty Commodifies the Cute, Cool and
Camp” in Journal of Material Culture (5:2, 225-45)D = & T&H D,

Douglas McGray “Japan’s Gross National Cool” (2002) ({83 i
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New World Modernity has been described as being determined by

“ethnic” concepts of African American cool and Japanese kawaii. *°%
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Z Z C. Ken Belson and Brian Bremner. Hello Kitty: The
Remarkable Story of Sanrio and the Billion Dollar Feline Phenomenon
Q00D EHAN L TBEIZ, v 7 T LA DI —)b - Vxm(2002) 535 2
SNTEDOHIRTH 5,

Kitty’s global success also debunks the entire notion that the
globalization of culture automatically means “made in the U.S.A.” To
noted Japanophile, Douglas McGray, writing for the august Foreign
Policyjournal in mid-2002, Kitty is proof positive that Japan’s cultural
influence and relevance globally is on the rise. Japan’s ability to
project military force abroad may be hemmed in by a war-renoucing
constitution, and its economic prowess greatly diminished since the
1980s, but Kitty and other cultural exports represent what foeign-
policy wizards such as Joseph S. Nye of Harvard University call “soft

power” (236)

UL, ZZTEBENDDIE “cool Japan” TIHRVY, “cute” JhEIX
“kawail” TH D,
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Kitty’ s success is part of the rise of what we call the “culture of cute,”

a unique blend of post-modern desire and infantile affectation. *®7

DN “kawaii bunka” 2% Lo KE LD, ZOHTA A YR
DWTILLTD K ST~ TN D,

...the mystery of Kitty’s poplularity wouldn’t be much of a mystery at
all. Instead, it looks like Japan’s whole kawaii cultural movement
began kind of in a burst of spontaneity in the early 1970s, spawned
from handwriting and linguistic fads. Perphaps the best and most
original analysis of the history of all things kawairin Japan came in
1995 courtesy of Sharon Kinsella, a Cambridge University researcher
who published a piece entitled Cuties in Japanin a much overlooked
book of essays called Women, Media and Consumption in Japan. It

starts out with a pretty fascinating point about the word kawaz. %%

Women, Media and Consumption in Japan (University of Hawail Press,
1995) (% Lise Skov & Brian Moeran OfftilZ L % D72, Sharon Kinsella
“Cuties in Japan”®'FHIILL F O Y THh 5,

Kawaii style dominated Japanese popular culture in the 1980s.
Kawaii or ‘cute’ essentially means childlike; it celebrates sweet,
adorable, innocent, pure, simple, genuine, gentle, vulnerable, weak,
and mexperienced social behaviour and physical appearances. It
has been well described as a style which is ‘infatile’ and delicate at
the same time as being pretty’. Cute style saturated the mult-
media and consumer goods and services whilst they were expanding
rapidly between 1970 and 1990 and reached a peak of saccharien

(240)

intensity in the early 1980s.
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Anne Allison. Millennial Monsters: Japanese Toys and the Global
Imagination (2006)| 213k D X 5 7estil i d 5,

Circulating in Japan by means of fads, these have been—starting in
the 1970s and peaking again in the late 1990s—a “cute” (kawaii)craze
(also called a “character” craze) grafted around lines of merchandise
such as those of the company Sanrio, known for their bright colors,
miniaturization, and hordes of small articles as well as other pop
cultural forms generally associated with girliness, fun, and childhood,

such as writing in a childish script known as buriko. ?4"
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Sento bishojo (k=50 %) :Fighting girls. Applies to any female
warrior or soldier in ANIME or MANGA character who can kick butt.

Examples abound, but the most noted is the international smash hit
Satlor Moon (manga 1992-97, anime 1992-97). (244
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Fujoshi (J&Zc7) : Rotten girl. An ironic pun on the homonym
“figoshr’ (hwtzf-) , meaning “woman” or “lady.” Girls who read YAOI
or BLMANGA. These days fijoshiis the common term for a “female
OTAKU,” but this fails to aknowledge their unique interests. They are
quite different from JOSE NO OTAKU (female otaku), who have
similar interests as men. Recently genres such as yaoi and fujoshi
hangouts like Tkebukuro's OTOME ROAD have grown in popularity
and men have also begun to join their ranks. Men who read yaoi are
called firdanshi (rotten boys). 2°¢

Levi Antonia, Mark McHarry and Dru Pagliassotti, editors. Boys’Love
Manga (2010)® “Glossary” TIIRD L I ITERSNTWDDOTREALTE
SN

figoshi—Lit., “rotten woman.” Female fan(s) of boys love manga,
anime and/or video games; a pejorative term that has been as positive
by some fans. See otaku. *°7
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“boys’love” (25U T Levi Antonia, Mark McHarry and Dru Pagliassotti,
editors. Boys’Love Manga (2010) TIZRD L H IZEFESH TS,

boys’love (BL) —Fan and commercial works depicting pre-adolescent,
adolescent and/or young adult males in homeerotic relationships, trans-
gressive of Western and Japanese notions of masculinity, hetero
normativity and homonoromativety. In Japan, the roman characters
BL are used more often than the loan words “boys’love” (and the
Japanese equivalent thereof, “boizurabu” as a rubric for the category
in, e.g., bookstores and on television. Hervé Brient writes that “BL”
appeared in Japan in the middle of the 1990s, rapidly replacing
“june,” “shonen-ai’ (in part for its connotation of pedophilia) and
“yaoi” (which had become linked to the activities of the dgjinshika).
In English, “yaoi” is a more popular term than “boys’love.” See

June, shonen-aiand yaoi. *7%

BL ##i~7-t ™ & LTl Yannan Li. Japanese Boy—Love Managa and
the Global Fandom (2009, & %,

JAPANESE BOY-LOVE
MANGA AND THE GLOBAL
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A CASE STUDY OF CHINESE FEMALE READERS
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—7y MCUTRYWESNIZH A T = A2 T, WEREDT = AR
DA INHOMFUT THi 2] 23R L OMNAERIRISE D D L) A
2\, T2 ZITHZATHE TARDOH LT =2 (5707 V%27 1
AN AT OIERIZ L, I U THEAA TS X (=790 R T
ENTCWDDENRTH D, BZAZ 71X, BOOFREMONEIZ bEx
Y T B —DNEEIRY A TIRAEREEE L T o7z, (289

AHICEAUR, BADIBEIS—TRF T ThDHEF D,
FTRA T L VTR - AT H LRI, MNOBH A v T &

EHE LR F v TITRWERINTRT Qe Z o Tth] ot
HK « B A KD | ZO%KRE RO LMERT b F=—IZHRT 5,
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SbIZ BERERE] DA LIZHA L LTRO L ISR~ TND,

PESERANZ Lo C TRIFAYRIAR ) ORMReMAVEE N, HIutttfid, Y
FH AL [HRRDA V] #F LT WO 2R ETE LT
W5, (287)

Ry b (TrRaA R) ~OFZITERTY > v DR~ 2 HFAT
bDHEFOTHINES D, WUG~DHANT 4 X 2 TGOS EE L5
DT ENTE LD LIV, THi2) &0 BEEINDENS ED L HIZL
THAELT=D LI=DIEA 9y, 37 « 25 [ Gb) o8] (2004)
IZXIUFEL T DBy Th %,

INOFAREI Y a @G0T v v b TICFERENET 5 5 BITHE
A LT E DN S HRET, LOFRDA 2 —F v MEERIZ2 5 TIAL
FANWob7e £ L, /XY a0 AAGER S —2 55 Bl Rz
PRz~ U THDSF) M A~ L7220, THEH AN
S TEFRTMNMAED D LS T, 289

2] EWIBENMEFENDHINGZ ) LIEBRERH-T-Z LIFEHIET
BHIRNWZ ETEM, ZAUINWDETHST272A 90y £l2, T=ATxT 584
ZHIBNT EDVERBH TV INBRBETHHT-DOTHA 0y ZHUTHONTH
FANZIILLFO L T TR L Tna,

FADRT ZALNI VY VT, X T 74— THHRD) &)
ITEINE K DNIZHF I, b—T AL e LTE-E VRS LD K
NI T=DIE, BHEM S TN DIRY TlE—JLb A FE~—Ju L =4
DZETY, 2 B2 5] LW AREIMAELERATLER, 7=
ADRFE T M- B2, ZORRICED L 5 2 TE 2L 2 LCWE Lz,

ZoLE THR] OXRELSToDN, BRI ST i
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P ANT LS B S TIE T2 138725 LR L Q0 D, Tl
FED THZ 1ZEDHT-0 S LTEZX-LWDEA S0,

BHEDEANHHERT = A7 7 L OUIT, THiZ) &0 54~ =
Ty Rb—T Ay b E LTHIHECHER S ND L 9122501k, —hut
JUFEED S \NOFARPEAIZNT TO Z LT, Tt~ L, 272D
BNVTHHEY £,

FHUL, PEEADFEOBIT DT T axT—nl | RAGECYA T —
2y IFECBIT AT ) LT — A EHER BB T LT, 290

HENL “Moe” & E 9 & HZTNDDONLIBMNLTREZL, Patrick W.
Galbraith. The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) CiFik D L 5 IZHA LT\ 5,

Another possibility is it came from Sagisawa Moé—the name of
a childish character in the ANIME Dinosaur Planet (1993)—or
Takatsu Moé from 7aiyo ni Smashu(1993); and later spread to
include the child-like Tomoé Hotaru from Salior Moon S(1994). One
last possibility is suggested by OKADA TOSHIO, who says moé was
first used to describe the budding beauty of childlike GRAVIA idoru.

Regardless of where it came from, a character described as moé
today is an amalgam of LOLICON and BISHOJO features. Most
are infantile and bright and have massive, wet, dog-like eyes. They
can seem almost animal-like, alien, or androgynous. The appeal of
moé relates to childlike purity, so it should come as no surprise that
moé characters tend to be younger than KAWAII BISHOJO school-

girls. The lolicon image is now considered too “real.” and too
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sexual, so moé is used instead to define a fantasy love or desire.
Taking this a step further, MANGA artist Akamatsu Ken of
Love Hina fame believes that moé is the latent mothering instinct
in men who want to protect and raise these imaginary characters
but at the same time are sexually drawn to them. Similarly,
FUJOSHI read YAOI manga as moé when a pure friendship
between male characters becomes transgressively and sexually
intimate. In both cases, sex with the moé character is the opposite
of the fetishized purity fans say they seek, and often takes the form
of abuse. As weird as this may be, psychologist Saito Tamaki has
suggested that without the fantasy outlet of moé a significant portion

(291)

of the Japanese population would actually become deviant.
F7-. Héctor Gracia. A Geek in Japan (2010) CIZRDiE@Y T D,

Moé is the otaku world par excellence. Its exact meaning is difficult
to explain. It’s a kind of exclamation to declare one’s passion/love for
anime or manga character considered adorable/pretty. You might
use it, for example, “You're a big-eye moe,” meaning you have thing
of fetish for anime girls with big eyes.

The origin of the word isn’t known for certain, but one of the most
likely theories is that it came from anime series like Salior Moon,
because the girls in them, like Hotaru Tomoe, were so adorable.

In 2005 there was a dorama— a terebi dorama (see chapter 10)—
and a movie called Densha Otoko. The story was about an otaku
who fell in love with a girl from a rich family. In the series, the hero
often chats with his otaku buddies, and one of the most frequently
used words is moe. 'Thanks Densha Otoko, the word became
popular. Today, it's commonly used in a ordinary conversations as

a synonym for beautiful or sexy. 92

175



Whbs Tx) #8988 H1EME LT MEBES] 280 EF557-01%
DLEM b H D, Fio, HITHIb~7 THEZ ) ITITMNARE S WO R D
HY .| [EEE] OGAITITMNEZEOBS L E W IITREAH Y . T8 @
AKDERLIID LRRZO T winE Bbhsd, ZOMICBE L TE 2
Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) D573 THHz.| %)
EZEBZTND L HIZEZ S, BIZORERE LCNHK FH K Tht
<A WTHIE =7 = AEq [RERE] (1993) Dk m A o DRI
kT LoFbLH D, 0P

(4) AAR A7 =

Miz) &E<ty NTHRY EFONDEDBAAL K 7 =ThDH, A1
R« %7 x%2001 43 A 30 HiZ Cure Maid Café 234 —7"> Li=Z L1Thh
EHLEEDLNTND, ZZTIHHENC L DR Z Y BF TRy,

Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) ClEZETRD L H
IZEBI LT 5,

Maid café (A4 K% 7 =) :Or maid kissa Café with a syrupy-sweet
atmosphere drawn form ANIME and video games where girls role-
play in maid costumes.

Maid café basically started as rest spots for OTAKU tired after a
hard day hunting rare DOUJINSHI and GYARUGE in AKIHABARA.
They could go to a café and meet other like-minded people in an envi-
ronment where women would not only actually zalk to them but
would say “Welcome home, Master!” when they arrived. °%

EHIZZEDT—LE L TIROIDIZHEBA LTV 5,
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The real boom in maid cafés can be traced to 2003 and 2004, when
the media began to descend on Akihabara looking for the heart of
COOL JAPAN. Maids were simply the most visually appealing
aspect of the area, so many news reports commentedon maid cafés.
Public interest in the cafés reached a peak in 2005, when the hit Fuji
TV drama DENSHA OTOKO consisitently featured a maid café called
Pinafore as a setting. Many non-otaku fans of the show began to flock
to the area, and Akihabara’s our cafés in 2002 ballooned to some forty
establishments in 2006. 9%

*7-. F7z. Héctor Gracia. A Geek in Japan(2010)Tlix “ASPECTS OF
OTAKU CULTURE” & LT “MEIDO FASHION” OHC&RdD L 9 IZHLY
FFTWa,

The Japanese word meido comes from English maid. In manga,
there are usually many female characters dressed in maid costumes,
which fascinate the Japanese. As mongaku draw increasingly tight-
fitting maid uniforms, the meido fashion is becoming one of the otaku’s
favorite fetishes.

Among the most interesting phenomena produced by this fetish
are meido kissa, coffee shops where young women dressed in maid
costumes serve the coffee. These shops , or maid cafés, have been
proliferating for almost a decade in the Akihabara district. The
girls treat you as if you were the supreme chief of a samurai clan,
using an extremely formal Japanese that is, as if they were genuine
maids. The meido kissa business has spread all over Japan, and it’s
now even being exported, mainly to large business has spread all over
Japan, and it’s now even being exported, mainly to large Asian cities

(296)

such Seoul, Taipei, and Hong Kong.
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BETIHE, AA R A7V X0EFaXATLOEER—EAL, &5
IZHFHRZ BEELHT L WO JAWER T DD 5a b H Y | o7 —
Lb, ff b, BEOaATFa—LEER L, BERROL— REEEL
T 7 = 85 LT D,

(5) FAEER & HHiAR

HCERIIA X 7 DA v T EMHEINA A X 7 DI TH D, b &b L ITk%
T U%, RO BFIEEE A TE o CUOEBAHET L LTHbiZE AT,
LHTCNWDLIRBETUAFZ I THERD0H LIV, beblixzH Lz
ANDPEFELHE LTAX— LT, TO®%IZT VA - L7 71300
BIAZE Y 77 I a2 Eed 5 TE, 1990 FFW7e b &, FEEE
DB/ A DEFASEBEFL TN, 2000 FFLIBRIZ /25 & T = A i —D27¢
EDOIRFEIEEAME 2 hAD, 2005 FERIZIT [EH] CRKIEREUE O FHHZS
RELHY, BUEOBRNEEFRL QN e LD, b EHIFFEDD
DFEIPRGE L THITH Y | 45 7 OB BN HRHLEDE TV Z LI
7250 FTUWEBKEER OIS | MO R RS S H2008C L W A4 7 &
VREEERIRIT A S, HE A RO D o TeT VXV« AT 4 THER
DEFN—A 7 B —2AT v FENcF L LTRIBICH LWE Z2A724 9,
@91 %, RO E AR L THKERIZED L H IS 2 5 TW5
DA D7y, Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) Tl
BKEER) b RHLIES LTERY BiFsnTtng,

Akihabara(#k#E5): Tokyo's famous electronics district and the center
of the OTAKU world. 9%

REER) > T2 7 ) Lodaud TEEE] (2004 HifRD 6 Z OfEICE
D259, B TlE “kawail” HDHUNE “cawall” HIGEDOLEDOHTHRS
NDE ot WEAIET 7 v a v V==L LTHUA A Kffizp L
t, Pop-Culture Diplomacy & L CiHH LT\ 5, 299

178



The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) D% @ Patrick W. Galbraith @ 44
IS Ny 7 DINENBINESEEEA o # B 2—) (20100 Tl TSRO
TR N AGUT D) GO0 Ll BILWBASRRTE 2 LT D,

F 7=, The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) CI3E & 10tk L U CHMASD 12,
Zr— R (ZOWTRO L D IZ bt T 5,

Otome Road (£ Zcm— 1K) :The “Maiden Road” and seat of
FUJOSHI culture. A strip of shops on the street in front of the
Sunshine City complex in east Ikebukuro, Tokyo, where female
fans of ANIME and MANGA gather. It’s site of core DOUJINSHI
stores, DANSO CAFES (such as B: Lilly-Rose), and BULTER
CAFES (such as Sallowtail). For doujinshi and fujoshi goods, K-
Books dominates the area with four locations, but MANDAREKE,
VOLKS, Animate, and others are also present. Otome Road is
quite small but is generally thought of as more progressive than

AKIHABARA. 01

Antonia Levi, Mark McHarry and Dru Pagliassotti, editors. Boys’ Love
Manga (2010) ClIRD X 92 &km— REFHIA L TW5,

OtomeRoad. Otome ( “maiden” ), a nickname for the Higashi
Ikebukuro district of Tokyo in which there are bookstores selling BL
dojinshi, manga, video games, CDs, DVDs, posters, cards, calendars,
and other items, as well as the Swallowtail butler café. Billboards
on buildings and sign-boards on the street advertise the stores’ BL

products with illustrations of bishonen in homoerotic contexts. *©2’

2l — RZOWTEA v Z—F%y b (R AFREORMEGE] Tko X 5
(R LT 5,
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mCH5H, bbbk 2 Ty TEMNZLOTEOR/INLETRY | TV
RT~<&pb, Bkt Sz, WIMC b7 ISR T S/, Patrick W.
Galbraith. The Otaku Encyclopedia (2009) I3k X 91T E N5,

Densha Otoko (FEH%) : The Train Man. A popular TV drama and
film, based on a 2004 novel of the same name. It began as an allegedly
true story that unfolded on a 2 CHANNEL bulletin board for single
men to bemoan their woes. The tale tells how a twenty-four-year old
OTAKU saves female passengers from being molested by a drunk on
atrain. He receives Hermes brand flatware as thanks from one of

the woman, asks his online friends how to respond, and successfully

dates her, 407

WEINZITOL D OF & 7 PMENO Ikl 77— N CE 5 L 91275 E TR T
MF > b EW I EEEZE L TR B SFO VRN b7 — MI7e 80 &<
FECH D,

FEHES] AR AR CHC TEERS] (2006) HRS vz, #H5 -
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\ZEDADBOND L9 o lz, Zo [ERB] 1% MEES] Lxbck<
B EFend, 7272, [EREB) 15ETh 5,
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L GHARIHEDNED 5 WNIEMEERICE S < OE 2 H DiRE L 13—
Mzl LT RRE YRR BISR &+ 578, SR EZ WS 2 S D T
DREERIPENE ENTND ATREMEZARS 220N 2SI ETNE TH D, |

(318)

ZZEREO T EEFIE STV, L L, BELL ZOVEI LY
I T LA 7 SET=0lE, — I\~ JURITE Z > 7= 2k
OGN FAETII o122 5 90y ZOEITA X 7 LS9 5HDL
TATV RS TR T, BIREIOERIE N QT 47— (10
OOAR) OHFIIHEVICH Y a vx LI Ly, 29 L2 T4
2 =0&ZH 0] EVoTmBE L RAT ¢ U AR Sk Eas
ST LFESTEDNH D,

(2) FEFEIZ/2 o7 “hikikomori”

2010 % 8 HI\Z Oxford Dictionary of English O =R RSz, =
DOHTH L FFEIZ 72> T AAGENR 5, £’ Hikikomori Thod, HH
%A 2010 4ELIFTC b Z 0> Hikikomori X EIREIOLh LGHEGEATE N F T
MNE CHZOE FMHH STy, Alalik Oxford ROHGESEHLZIH
HE LTSN EWDS ZEAICREREERRH D, ERIFKOEY TH
Do

(in Japan) the abnormal avoidance of social contact, typically by
adolescent males.m a person who avoids social contact.
—ORIGIN Japanese, literally ‘staying indoors, (social)
withdrawal.” !9

ZZTCHEBLTRBEZVLWOIL, typically by adolescent males &) & 2 A
72, BROEEFE DA A= RHE VICHEZITH 72720, BRKTHLZ O
FIEOHGE Tl hikikomori &9 BEER—HEANC AW BRI Z L3 -
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7oy WK CIEREGENHZEIT 25 2 0 BAR L ITHIZ 72 B2 E Elgg L
bOBRDDH, ThEBEZDLE, BRFEFEFEORE) Z O hikikmori DEFIZK
X B2 7 & UTHARERETIER Y,

OXZH 0 [FREICE EEVFT TODIREE (thE LD B2V ETO
SMHZ L TWTH RV ZFRTBIEIES) L H50, —JTULOFRLRREITA
YHE—=Fy MEERTHY | LT LA MNEE L nala=r—39
Vo DB RE LT 2 E b RERERTH D Z LIFELBETE 22
WEAD, LinL, Y= —Zdnie ) 21200 0Hh 51Tk, Vol
el b, FEFRDD male NIT DD 12, LLEZT b D
—ROIGEFHLUFIHE SN2 b DOTEN, THLENC b IEEE LTINSV T
Wb Hohds, Patrick W. Galbraith. 7he Otaku Encyclopedia (2009)C
RO K D IREFR L 72> TND, BIEFRI L THREY,

Hikikomori (0% Z % 1) : Asocial shut-in who never leaves his or
her room. This is understood by most to be a symptom of mental
illness. Typically these people are bullied at school and are unable
to cope with the outside world. Hikikomori can be supported for
years by their parents and only communicate with the outside world
via their computers. Hikikomori are not necessarily OTAKU and
should not be mistaken as such. By definition they lack the ability
to communicate and thus withdraw into a passivity that excudes
them from even the most basic of tasks: otaku tend to be the opposite,
using cultural products (ANIME, MANGA, FIGURES, MAID
CAFES) for some form of activity. Hikikomori are also often
Confused with NEET (Not Employed, in Education or Training),
social loafers who choose to buck the system by not participating in
it fully. NEET, however, can be a badge of honor. People may say
“T'm NEET!” but no one would ever say, “I'm hikikmori!” 32

ZITIIOEZLY E=—FOBURB RSN TS Z EITFEHTRETH
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%9, Héctor Garcia. Geek in Japan (2010) CiZ “HIKIKOMORI” (22
T2 CEL LT D, D LEL DI L TREZNY,

To refer to otaku in a negative sense—to those who really are obsessive
and never go out so they can spend all their time at home with their
hobbies—the new word hikikomori was coined. Hikikomoriis
considered an illness, and those who suffer from it shut themselves in
at home to the point that they stop going to school or work and don’t
socialize at all. Many Japanese people are affected by this syndrome,
and it’s becoming a serious problem. Psychologists who study it point
to the great social pressures on young people and their entry into the
adult world as possible causes. Many young people feel unable to
integrate into the system and they give up, confining themselves to
worlds of fantasy that they can access by playing video games, reading
manga, or surfing the Web.

Even witout being Arkikomori, the most extremel otaku don’t
socialize much. They are usually fans of anime, manga, and video
games, and in general they lead a rather solitary life. They work
arubaito (part-time jobs) to earn just enough to eat and buy the latest
item in their favorite series. They spend weekends at home and are
usually single. On the rare occasions they do go out, they go to

conventions, events, or shopping in Akihabara. 2"

S HITHIDOEFTCIIRO X HIZHY BT,

Hikikmoriis a term used to refer to the social isolation into which
many young Japanese are plunged. Those suffering from this
syndrome shut themselves away at home and spend their time
watching television, playing video games, ad surfing the Interne.

They are usually teenagers who've been frightened by the degree
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of copetitiveness they’ll face in society when they finish their studies.
They “decide” to shut themselves off and withdraw fro society as

soon as they leave high school, sometimes remaining at home for
months or even years. Having a hikikomori in the family is frowned
upon; it creates an embarrassing aura that leads the parents to try to
to hide the problem.

This phenomenon started in Japan but is apparently spreading to
Korea, where there is also a lot of competition to enter the best
universities and then find a job that will define your life. Many studies
by psychologists confirm that a main cause is the pressure created by
a society defined by extreme capitalism and an extremely meitocratic

education system. *2?

R TAARD [F2 7 3qb) 13RI b D & 72 o 7=070y (2007)
D 1(2) #2730k OEZH Y, =— bOFFME] TROD L DTl Tuy
éo

I 7 YUFiERE, =— FRPOE 2 b0 EEHRS TV DD TR,
HABHROWNEEL V5 JLTEFIEZ o L b, ...

OEZHD TR, AXT7DEITEKABRTOESS L) I 0iTh,
BB APNEL, FEBEZORBTLITHETE T, O&Z
HOENHCEHETERNEWV ) JBRLND, ...

LInLAZ 7 3 Tlchd & OBR AR LT, “UonZEilcdbiEd %
RE WP 2 & o TWDD LA OF 26 D I 3hHECERIC
X DHASRDD Y | ArROMES WP ZUTHEORRZZ T AL B
e Ehg, ¢29

OEZH Y ADOHEGE WD SORHDILG G RiuI =z oy o e vt

F—INEDLINTHIE L TWANEOEZH Y LI EERD RO A D,
SRR T TOXFZH0EXRT777] (2003) TIIRD X 5 1Tl _ T\ 5,

189



aALHPNE L NI TIRED, AR B SR
Bl b2 DHMZEEN, BEISE (V740 8 OLOFIZE
PETIET 5 2 ICHREEE, 7 T4 = FE OO TR
NEBANND FTh IR LA DR RO TH D, HFEEEZDLDT
372K, BbL0% Moy OMEFROTHL, ok 7 DOEAR
IZiX, 794 FAFICHCIBBORRING D LW HEZTTRH D,

(324)

D& ZH 0 I35 TIIHERR-EE 72> T0D0, B AT 4TI EN
THAROZ EHEOBREIIED X 0 A 2 TODIEA D Iy IREEE
[ & BB RN HAA](2005) TIHRD L 9 I STV D,

O FEs = F v

@ E/MH<ILTF

@ BraibERA~

@ BhDHA A=~

ZDEINEZX T DL, FELIHREOF T, OASEHD, @< D
AT AT LN D, @ DFRE, OFFICAFTE 200, Bl
DT LB EKDPITHA H, B2°)

DEF AT 4 TR DRI ENES $ 5,
O HEHRSCHFROER L EBHAROZ IME
@ ABEHMRDOEDY LOEZH D
® HBEFEOEED L BEHEE 826
AT 4 THETOX ZH VA X 7 YUIT T T ADI &~ A T ADE D
FaE 2 DVBNRH D,

190



4 7= T BT — A
BT TR <7 TUADBEB LTZ7 —/b « D% /30 5(2002) 1% ko ¢
@Ti@<\&*u%755$ﬁﬁ7~b@ﬁLPXTV7E%K%ﬂ50
DEHRTEZUL, AA R A2 DX/ UEEE, Dy - 7T R
&?E) ILIEBDITEEND Z LITRA D, BV UL, 77— T
TSN BIT D BARDR T HNF ¥ —DFHli L\ D Z LD, 7 —
e DRk AASYE T — A DOBERIELRIZ O CIE [7— - Py
Ry =W ST = AOBURE BRI OWT] (2010), [3UbASHE 5 SU Ak
Z~] (2010), [EASYLT —20 63U/ E Tl 201D % ZE#E 720y,

(1) Douglas McGray “Japan’s Gross National Cool” (2002)
5 7 A E N DBRIT T —v « D AT OWTIERTTE 5 H O TR
WOT, B R ClBE,
(77—« Px 30 (“coolJapan”) 1TV —F VA RNDE T TR <~
27 7" A (Douglas McGray, b.1975) 23 7\ 22 B FA & Foreign Policy
(May/June, 2002) 25835 L7= “Japan’s Gross National Cool” &9
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Japan is reinventing superpower—again. Instead of collapsing
beneath its widely reported political and economic misfortunes,
Japan’s global cultural influence has quietly grown. From pop music
to consumer electronics, architecture to fashion, and animation to
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cuisine, Japan looks more like a cultural superpower today than it
did in the 1980s, when it was an economic one. But can Japan build
on its mastery of medium to project an equally powerful national

message? %27
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On Sunday mornings, teenagers crowded the sidewalks of Tokyo's
Shibuya district until they spill over the curbs and into the streets.
They start at Hachiko Square, under a video monitor that takes up

the entire face of a glass and steel high-rise, and spread out, 30 or

40 wide in the crosswalks. They mill around displays stacked with new
sneakers—Nike and New Balance from the United States, Puma and
Adidas from Europe via New York. They gather in a small music store
that specializes in the American vinyl records played in Tokyo’s popular
soul bars—Grandmaster Flash, Curtis Mayfield, Parliament. They
spend 370 yen (roughly $3) at Starbucks for a tall iced latte, which
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tastes just as it does in Washington, D.C., and is just as overpriced.
Like any global metropolis, Tokyo serves up a substantial dose of
American culture, particularly to its youth. Sometimes, like Starbucks
or Nikes, it 1s authentic. Sometimes, like a “Harbard
University’sweatshirt or a potato salad pizza, it is not. But cultural
accuracy 1s not the point. Less important than authentic American
origin is the whiff of American cool.

A few blocks from the Starbucks in Hachiko Square you will find
Mandarake, a shop that sells used manga and anime (Japanese

comic books and animation, respectively). There is no storefront

full of dog-eared comics in plastic sleeves, just a maw of an entrance
carved cavelike out of fake rock and flight after flight of stairs down to
the basement-level shop. There, comic books and videotapes are
stacked to the ceiling, alongside the toys and collectibles they inspired.

The real esoterica are under glass, rare Godzilla and Ultraman action
figures selling for hundreds of dollars each: 32
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Over the course of an otherwise dismal decade, Japan has been
perfecting the art of transmitting certain kinds of mass culture.

Japan was postmodern before postmodernism was trendy, fusing
elements of other national cultures into one almost-coherent
whole.

Perversely, recession may have boosted Japan’s national cool,

discrediting Japan’s rigid social hierarchy and empowering
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young entrepreneurs.
Japanese firms have strong financial incentives to hew to the
demands of a generation with high disposable income, regardless

of economic ups and downs.
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Japan’s history of remarkable revivals suggests that the outcome of
that transformation is more likely to be rebirth than ruin. Standing
astride channels of communication, Japan already possesses a vast
reserve of potential soft power. And with the cultural reach of a
superpower already in place, it's hard to imagine that Japan will

be content to remain so much medium and so little message. 2"
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It has succeed not only in balancing a flexible, absorptive, crowd-
pleasing, shared culture with a more private, domestic one but also in
taking advantage of that balance to build an increasingly powerful
global commercial force. 2%
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A concept, movement, or government policy that proposes Japan as a
world trendersetter for entertainment, technology, art, fashion, music,
and contemporary culture. 2
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