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Adapted form the early part of the long-running mangaby director
Otomo, Akira is almost singlehandedlyresponsible for the early 1990s
boom in anime in the English language. (1 ©

Susan J. Napier. Anime : from “Akira” to “Princess Mononoke” (2000)
IR O L D gl b b 5,

Japanese animation or “animé” as it is now usually referredto in both
Japan and the West, is a phenomenon of popular culture. (11)

FOEA ML LMD X DT Akira BER L 72->TW5, UBIZE



20 BAXLT—LnbVx sy - J—ALET

W TR IR —n] V=X, F—LY 7 v bthtotz [R7r v b -
TUARF—] V=Xt H D, Patrick W. Galbraith. The Otaku
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Pokémon was the first worldwide mainstream breakout success
story for Japanese animation and was a turning point for the
globalization of anime and manga. In 1999, the Pokémon game
was selling in seventy countries, the anime was broadcast in sixty-one
countries and two territories, the movies had been shown in forty-four
countries, and the card games had been translated into eighty
languages. In 2004, the franchise was valued at $15 billion
worldwide.

Pokémon opened the door for the COOL JAPAN movment but
has also been criticized as promoting materialism. In 1999, Nintendo
was unsuccessfully sued on the grounds that the Pokémon Trading
Card Game caused two nine-year-old boys to become addicted to
gambling. (12)
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Japan’s history of remarkable revivals suggests that the outcome
of that transformation is more likely to be rebirth than ruin.
Standing astride channels of communication, Japan already
possesses a vast reserve of potential soft power. And with the
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cultural reach of a superpower already in place, it’s hard to imagine
that Japan will be content to remain so much medium and so little

message, (15
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