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1. 805299 LA4DTERDTOR -+ 3FI)L-2—)L] (2002)

BTTZR =T L ANEKL- “Japan’ s Gross National Cool” ( TBA
DIBARFvatrers—n]) ONFEZBHEIZENLTBI Y, KOXH7RY
— KT 5,

Japan is reinventing superpower— again. Instead of collapsing
beneath its widely reported political and economic misfortunes,
Japan’ s global cultural influence has quietly grown. From pop music
to consumer electronics, architecture to fashion, and animation to
cuisine, Japan looks more like a cultural superpower today than it
did in the 1980s, when it was an economic one. But can Japan build
on its mastery of medium to project an equally powerful national

message? (1)
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Standing astride channels of communication, Japan already possesses
a vast reserve of potential soft power. And with the cultural reach
of a superpower already in place, it’ s hard to imagine that Japan

will be content to remain so much medium and so little message. (2)
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*the universalism of a country’ s culture and its ability to establish
a set of favorable rules and institutions that govern areas of
international activity are critical sources of power. As we shall
see in greater detail in chapter 6, these soft sources of power are
becoming more important in world politics today.

Such considerations question the conclusion that the world is about
to enter a Japanese era in world politics. The nature of power is
changing and some of the changes will favor Japan, but some of them

may favor the United States even more. (3)
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What is soft power? It is the ability to get what you want through
attraction rather than coercion or payments. It arises from the
attractiveness of a country’ s culture, political ideals, and policies.

(4)
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5. Tim Craig. Cool Japan (2018)

Tim Criag. Cool Japan: Case Studies from Japan’ s Culture and Creative
Industries (Ashiya: BlueSky Publishing, 2018) TIIRFL L. HFEHIIT 1L -7 L
AT EHDHN, MIZHHEENND D, BEERREL VD Z LIRS, Tim
Craig“Chapter 1 TimCriag. Cool Japan: Case Studies from Japan’s Culture
and Creative Industries” TITHFICHER L TR EZWEHBW 202 5,

The Cool Japan Promotion Council was part of Japanese government
> s Cool Japan initiative, which was formally launched in 2010 with
the establishment of the Creative Industries Promotion Office within
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry METI). It was headed
by the Minister in charge of Cool Japan Strategy and composed of nine
regular members plus 34 guest speakers representing various industries

and professions, including songwriter and AKB48 producer Yasushi
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Akimoto and fashion designer Junko Koshino. The Promotion
Council’ s mission, as Abe stressed, was to achieve results, in the
form of increased exports of “cultural products” and an enhanced
national image (13)

In “Japan’ sGross National Cool,” which appeared in the influential
American journal Foreign Policy in 2002, Douglas McGray argued that
Japan, which had been an economic superpower in the 1980s, had now
become, thanks to the worldwide popularity of its popular culture,
a cultural superpower, with a high level of “national cool.” And
that this gave Japén “soft power” : political scientist Joseph
Nye’ s term for a country’ s ability to influence other nations
and peoples through the attractiveness of its culture and values
McGray’ s providing impetus to the movement toward greater government
support for Japan’ s cultural industries (14)

But by the first decade of the 21st century, Japan’ s popular culture
had taken charge of the nation’ s “brand,” and not just in Asia, but
worldwide. Japanese comics and animation had strong global
followings, and were known by their Japanese names, manga and anime.

Two generations of world citizens had grown up with Doraemon, Sailor
Moon, Dragon Ball, One Piece, Pokemon, Hello Kitty, Super Mario, Final
Fantasy, and Street Fighter. Sushi, ramen , and mathca tea were
enjoyed around the world and washoku, or Japanese cuisine, had been
designated an “intangible cultural heritage” by UNESCO. Japanese
fashion, TV dramas, pop music, idol groups, karaoke, -+ the list of
popular Japanese cultural products went on and on (15)

TAL TV 7 — e P¥ R0 & “traditional culture, popular
culture, and business” @6 & 3 ODSEMNSLER I N TVWE Z L 2 iIcE
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D_HMERSDZ EEIT-oZ LR LD,
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