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Shibuya is officially closed for Halloween 2024

Following a recently enforced year-round ban on public drinking, Shibuya is
cancelling Halloween again this year

Written by Shota Nagao
Editorial Assistant, Time
Out Tokyo

Wednesday 16 October 2024 1 NODRINKING  noswomis
| ON THE STREET. [EEmihoo oo ONTH e

e e .

BH4-y f '
NO EVENTS FOR HALLowEeN ﬁgmf&

Shibuya no Halloween sign 2024
Photo: Lim Chee Wah

In the last couple of years, the public was urged to refrain from gathering at Shlbuya

during Halloween. This year, Shibuya ward mayor Kenichi Yoshizumi is doubling
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down on the same resolve by announcing that Shibuya will be closed for Halloween.
The city is more determined than ever to prevent overcrowding in the streets
surrounding the ever-busy Shibuya Station in days leading up to the holiday.

For many years now, Shibuya was the de-facto gathering spot for Halloween
celebrations. Hordes of revellers could be seen flocking to the streets and public
squares around Shibuya Station to party and show off their elaborate costumes. But
the district has put a stop to this, as it’s aiming to distance itself from its “‘unofficial
image of rowdy Halloween festivities. Moreover, Shibuya is serious about combating

issues of littering, noise and public disturbances caused by these massive gatherings.
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Shibuya no drinking sign 2024

Photo: Lim Chee WahNo drinking and no smoking on the street signs are now up all
over central Shibuya

In general, Shibuya is stepping up its efforts to curtail overcrowding by
implementing several initiatives. The first is a year-round ban on public drinking,
which went into effect earlier this month.

Additionally, from October 26 to October 31, the police and 185 security guards will

be deployed in Hachiko Square and ten other locations in Shibuya for crowd control.
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The famous Hachiko statue will also be cordoned off behind a fence.
Shibuya city has even asked venues including convenience stores to refrain from

selling aleohol during the hours of 6pm to 5am on the abovementioned dates ‘(147 .

Halloween crowd control tight in Tokyo's Shibuya, Shinjuku

KYODO NEWS By Eduardo Martinez, KYODO NEWS - Oct 31, 2024

Whistles shrilled and LED batons motioned pedestrians to keep moving
in Tokyo's buzzing Shibuya and Shinjuku districts Thursday amid a crackdown by
local authorities to prevent overcrowding for Halloween.

Celebrations in Shibuya were markedly toned down and few were seen wearing
costumes, with police guiding pecple away from the area and a newly implemented
yearround alcohol ban in full effect. The occasion had gained notoriety for
unruliness in recent years in one of Tokyo's most popular tourist spots.

The alcohol consumption ban is effective daily from 6 p.m. to 5 a.m. in areas
surrounding JR and Keio Shibuya stations, including the district's iconic crossing.
The famous Hachiko dog statue, a popular meeting place, has also been hidden
behind a barrier until Friday morning.

Shibuya Ward authorities have been on alert following the lifting of COVID-19
restrictions and in the wake of a deadly crowd crush in Seoul's Itaewon
entertainment district in South Korea in 2022.

"It is agonizing that I must ask people not to come,"” Shibuya Mayor Ken Hasebe
said in a recent statement, "But I'm making this difficult decision to ensure your
safety." (15)

FEICOVWTHETOL ) CERESERENL TV,

Shinjuku Ward also newly introduced this year a ban on alcohol consumption in and
around the Kabukicho area, effective from 5 p.m. Thursday to 5 a.m. Friday. Both of
the drinking bans in Shibuya and Shinjuku do not carry penalties.

"I came to dress up and have fun with my friends," said Yuzuki Mizuno, 23, who was
among those who came to Shinjuku last year.

"Restrictions are important, but I think it's a bit sad that it is impacting the
excitement (of the occasion),” she said, pointing out there were now noticeably less
people in costume,

Rilana De Haas, 28, of the Netherlands, said, "I wanted to celebrate Halloween in

Tokyo this year, but not Shibuya because it's too crowded, so this is actually very
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chill."
De Haas said she was not very bothered with the street drinking ban. "Nobody really
minds. Maybe that's why everybody's so calm and collected.” ‘1 ¢
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