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Isekai (Japanese: & f# R
transl. 'different world', ‘'another
world', or 'other world) is a sub-
genre of fiction. It includes novels,
light novels, films, manga,
webtoons, anime, and video games
that revolve around a displaced
person or people who are
transported to and have to survive
in another world such as a fantasy
world, game world, or parallel
universe with or without the
possibility of returning to their
original world. Isekai is one of the
most popular genres of anime, and
isekai stories share many common
tropes — for example, a powerful
protagonist who is able to beat most
people in the other world by
fighting. This plot device emphasise
world-building and nonprotagonist
characters, and typically allows the
audience to learn about the new
world at the same pace as the
protagonist over the course of their
quest or lifetime. If the main
characters are transported to a
game-like world, the genre can
overlap with LitRPG.

The concept of isekai started in
Japanese folktales, such as
Urashima Taro. However, the first
modern isekai works were Haruka
Takachiho's novel Warrior from
Another World and Yoshiyuki
Tomino's tel-evision series Aura
Battler Dunbine ‘®.
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BEEERR  Multiverse

The multiverse is the
hypothetical set of all universes.
Together, these universes are
presumed to comprise
everything that exists: the
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entirety of space, time, matter,
energy, information, and the
physical laws and constants that
describe them. The different
universes within the multiverse
are called "parallel universes",
"flat universes", "other
universes”, "alternate
universes”, "multiple universes",
"plane universes", "parent and
child universes"”, "many
universes", or "many worlds".
One common assumption is that
the multiverse is a "patchwork
quilt of separate universes all
bound by the same laws of
physics."

The concept of multiple
universes, or a multiverse, has
been  discussed throughout
history, including Greek
philosophy. It has evolved and
has been debated in various
fields, including cosmology,
physics, and philosophy. Some
physicists argue that the
multiverse is a philosophical
notion rather than a scientific
hypothesis, as it cannot be
empirically falsified. In recent
years, there have  been
proponents and skeptics of
multiverse theories within the
physics community. Although
some scientists have analyzed
data in search of evidence for
other universes, no statistically
significant evidence has been
found. Critics argue that the
multiverse concept lacks
testability and falsifiability,
which are essential for scientific
inquiry, and that it raises
unresolved metaphysical issues.
Max Tegmark and Brian Greene
have proposed different
classification schemes for
multiverses and  universes.
Tegmark's four-level
classification consists of Level I:
an extension of our universe,
Level II: universes with different
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physical constants, Level III:
many-worlds interpretation of
quantum mechanics, and Level

IV: ultimate ensemble. Brian
Greene's nine types of
multiverses include quilted,
inflationary, brane, cyclic,
landscape, quantum,
holographic, simulated, and
ultimate. The ideas explore

various dimensions of space,
physical laws, and mathematical
structures to explain the
existence and interactions of
multiple universes. Some other
multiverse concepts include
twin-world models, cyclic
theories, M-theory, and black-
hole cosmology.

The anthropic principle suggests
that the existence of a multitude
of universes, each with different
physical laws, could explain the
asserted appearance of fine-
tuning of our own universe for
conscious life. The weak
anthropic principle posits that
we exist in one of the few
universes that support life.
Debates around Occam's razor
and the simplicity of the
multiverse versus a single
universe arise, with proponents
like Max Tegmark arguing that
the multiverse is simpler and
more elegant. The many-worlds
interpretation of quantum
mechanics and modal realism,
the belief that all possible worlds
exist and are as real as our
world, are also subjects of debate
in the context of the anthropic
principle ® .
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W A . “alternative
worlds” &% 5,
Morris, however,
was perhaps not the
first in this field.
George  MacDonald
(1824-1905), former-
ly a Scottish minister
and author of several
celebrated children's
books, such as 7he
Prince and the
Goblin, had written
the extraordinary
Phantastes in 1858;
but here the medieval
setting is in the
context of a dream
world not intended to
be real, so perhaps
neither  Phantastes
nor his later novel,
Lilith (1895), quite
fits the category. The
first tale, which
reveals the influence
of Bunyan, makes its
impression at a
symbolic as well as at
a narrative level, with
many allegori-cal
meetings and
adventures. In Lilith,
a young student back

from Oxford
discovers, in the
labyrinthine library of

his ancient home, a
doorway to another
world of waking
dream. George
MacDonald, a friend
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of Lewis Carroll, was
particu-larly admired
by the Christian
fantasy writer C. S.
Lewis, who counted
these two novels
among the most
important influences
of his Iife.

Another world-
creator, the eigh-
teenth Baron
Dunsany, Edward
John Moreton Drax
Plunkett (1878-1957),
has often been
imitated, but seldom
successfully (Rotten-
steiner 88).
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John Clute. Other Worlds Parallel Worlds Alternate Worlds

Science Fiction There are two | Worlds existing | It sounds simple.

(1995) solar systems. | simultaneously, Take some event in
There is  the | separated from | world history—the
simple one: the | eachother by some | asteroid hit that may
one that has real | sortofbarrier. See | have the reign of the
planets, real also Alternate | dinosaur millions of
moons, real World. years ago, or the
asteroids, real “Parallel defeat of Napoleon at
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comets, a real Sun.
And there is the
complicated one:
the one that has
evolved through
the imaginations
of alchemists,
astrologers,
philosophers,
utopists,
dreamers, and
poets. SF writers
have, over the
years, slowly and
sometimes not
very surely, made
the two systems
into one. In
retrospect it seems
inevitable. After
the 17th century,
educated people
knew that other
worlds orbited the
Sun; today we
know what most of
these worlds
actually look like,
close up. But there
were some strange
detours: the

astronomer

Schiaparelli saw
channels on Mars
in 1877, and

everyone thought
he meant canals,
and Edgar Rice
Burroughs
created an ancient
Martian culture.
Kim Stanley
Robinson's Mars
trilogy is the end
of a long road, and
marks the true
marriage of the
dream and the
reality (Clute 82).
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Water-loo—and
imagine what the
con-sequences might
be if that event had
never happened.
What if the dinosaurs
had survived, and be-
come smart? What if
Napoleon had
triumphed, and
Britain failed to
build an empire? It
sounds simple, but
the beginning is the
only simple thing
there is about an
Alternate World
(Clute 62).
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In the beginning

In the very first
Alternate World of all,
Eve spurns thc apple
of knowledge, and
history never even
happens: with-out sin,
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nothing starts. De-
clining to sin in Eden
is not, therefore, the
kind of Alternate
World beginning
point that makes for a
good plot—because
stories only work if
there is something
wrong, something
that needs to be
changed. The dif-
ference between most
stories and Alternate
World stories is that
the latter focus almost
exclusively on the
moment of some
change, and upon its

immediate con-
sequences, rather
than on the long-term
developments  that
result from it.
Moreover, Altenate
World srories depend
on the basic
assumption that one
small differing out-
come, at one point in
time, will change the
entire world. SF
writers sometimes
call this a dJonbar
Point (or Hinge), after
a Jack William-son
character from the
1930s, who creates
one world if he picks
up a pebble and
another if he picks up

a magnet and
becomes a  great
scientist. What

Alternate World
stories tend to claim,
therefore, is that
individual human
actions count; that it
is not the vast
momentum of
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world history that
shapes our very lives,
but some individual
action— Abraham
Lincoln forgets to go
to the theater —that

has made our world
what it is. And this
means that the world
we live in is not,
therefore, a trap from
which there is no
escape. We can get
out; we can find an
alter-native (Clute
62-63).
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What if ... ?

The more traditional
Alternate World tale
tends to focus on the
intellectual pleasures
to be had uppacking
the full range of con-
sequences that are
possible from on
change. History is
full of favorite What
Ifs (Clute 63)
bLb~FEokb

b o & AR RS
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A world of choice

The possibilities, in
other words, are
endless. The only
requirement is the
belief that actions
count, and these SF
stories tend to appear
in two categories.
There are those
stories — such as
Philip K. Dick’s 7he
Man in the High
Castle (see page 223),
a Hitler Wins
scenario, or Keith
Roberts’s Pavane,
written in 1968,
where the Spanish
Armada has con-
quered—that ex-
amine the implica-
tions of a changed
event, whether or not
one or many
Alternate Worlds are
assumed. And there
are those stories—
such as Isaac
Asimov’s 1955 tale,
The End of Eternity,
or Keith Laumer's
intricate Worlds of
the Imperium,
written in 1962, or
Barrington J. Bay-
ley's novel The Fall of
Chronopolis from
1974—that  concen-
trare on  Jonbar
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points, and generally
involve time travel in
plots thar pit differing
Alternate Worlds
against each other,

each defending its
own reality from
others’ attempt to jig
the Jonbar point
decision so history
will flow their way.

In the end, how-
ever, the central
theme of the
Alternate World tale
is the belief that the
world is up to us
(Clute 63).
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Alternate Worlds
Different versions of
reality substituted for
our own. See also
Parallel Worlds
(Clute 306).
Alternate World (&
i)
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Ross Murfin and RHELERL, RELBERZ LTV

Supryia M. Ray. A, “fantasy fiction”

The Bedford DEHZEPT “second

Glossary of Critical world” ~DIEN H

and Literary 3,

Terms (2003) There are two basic
narrative strategies
typical of non-
Arthurian fantasy
fiction. The first,
exemplified by Lewis,
is to have characters
shuttle back and forth
betweena “real” and
a fantasy realm. The
second, exemplified
by Tolkien, is to set
stories entirely in a

“second world,” one
that is separate and
different from
historical reality,
though it may contain
familiar elements
(Murfin and Ray 153).

Neil Barron. RHELERL RHHLERL

Anatomy of

Wonder (2004)

Brian Stableford. RHELERL, RHELEERL,

Historical Dictio- “science fiction”

nary of Fantasy OFTHLER

Literature (2005) Lo “fantasy” )]

RHLEZL,
“underworld” @
R LFEIEH D
B, FOPTER
2w, LA,

Chronology Ti&
“1889 Mark
Twain’s A Con-
necticut Yankee in
King Arthurs
Court breaks new
ground in didactic
timeslip fanta-
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sy.” (Stableford

xxiveédHd,
Judy Allen. Fan- RHELERL, RLERL,
tasy Encyclopedia
(2005)
Gary Westfahl , Chris  Roberson | Paul Kincaid
editor. The Green- “parallel “alternate history”®
wood Encyclopedia worlds” ORI L | RHLE®D B,
of Science Fiction EMLDD, Overview
and Fantasy (2005) Overview Science fiction and

Parallel  worlds
resemble our own
in most regards,
whether they are
located elsewhere
in space or
situated in
another plane of
existence. Worlds
differing from ours
due to diverent
histories (see
Alternate History)
or those which are
not necessarily
analogous to ours
(see Dimensions)
are discussed
elsewhere
(Roberson 581).

Survey

The roots of the
parallel worlds
concept can be
found in
mythology.
Whether the
“Otherworld” of
Celtic mythology,
an Earth-like
realm accessible
through various
sacred spaces and
portals, or the
“other world” of
Hindu
Mahabbarata
(c.300), a celestial
universe alongside
our own, these

fantasy can provide a
fascinatingly
sideways look at the
world we know, and
no branch of the
genres does this more
succinctly than
alternate history.
Whether presented as
satire, utopia, or an
academic exami-
nation of the malle-
ability of history,
alternate history
distorts the familiar
and makes us
question again our
world’s nature and
character.

Survey

Alternate history
lacks a long pedigree.
Occasional works
from the nineteenth
century —the earliest
perhaps being Louis
Geoffroy’s Napoleon
apocryphe, 1812-1832
(1836), and the most
notable A Connecticut
Yankee in King
Arthurs Court by
Mark Twain, in which
a can-do American
transforms the
pseudo-medieval
court of King Arthur
(see Time TraveD
—suggested the
course of history
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mythological
realms, where
nature followed
similar laws, were
peopled by beings
who resembled
humans.

Parallel worlds in
literature, by con-
trast, were first
used for social
commentary,
allegory, or
historical
speculation. For
example, though
more properly
considered an
alternate history,
Livy’'s Ab Urbe
Condita, written
in the first century
BCE, can be seen
as a prototypical
parallel worlds
story, in which the
historian
speculates about
what might have
happened had

Alexander of
Macedonia lived
longer and
attacked the
Romans (Roberson
581-582)

Parallel worlds
are often a setting
for children’s
fantasies: youth
from mundane,
modern-day  set-
tings, are trans-
ported, through
one agency or
another, to more
fantastic  world.
Preeminent

examples include
L. Frank Baum’s
The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz and

might be open to

change. But true
alternate histories
originated in

academia, beginning
in 1907 with G. M.
Trevelyan’s counter-
factual essay, “If
Napoleon Had Won
the Battle of Water-
loo.” Trevelyan’s
essay became the
starting point for J. C.
Squire’s groundbreak-
ing anthology, If It
Had Happened Other-
wise (1931), which
included Winston
Churchills “If Lee
Had Not Won the
Battle of Gettys-
burg”(1931). By twist-
ing structures to see
our world from a
different perspective,
Churchill’s essay,
basically a critique of
nineteenth-century
British political
history, is perhaps the
first true alternate
history (see Politics)
(Kincaid 21).
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C.S. Lewis’s The
Lion, The Witch
and the Wardrobe.
Parallel the early
days of pulp
science fiction,
parallel worlds
have been a staple
trope. In some
instances, these
reflective  worlds
are situated in our
own solar system,
typically sharing
Earth’s orbit in on
the opposite side of
the Sun, often call-
ed “Counter-
Earth,” asindJohn
Norman’s Gor
series, beginning
in Tarnsman of
Gor (1976) ; a
similar duplicate
Earth figures in
the film Journey to
the Far Side of the
Sun (1969).[
Other stories
position parallel
worlds elsewhere
in our own galaxy
or universe, but
still within the
confines of our
own reality
(Roberson 582).
Most parallels
worlds in science
fiction, however,
are in other

dimensions or
realms, often
rationalized using
theoretical

physics, echoing
the Many Worlds
Theorem of Hugh
Everett  (which
was itself
prefigured by
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Murray Leinster’s
“Sidewise in
Time” [1934])
(Roberson 582).

Jack Zipes, editor. RELERL RHLEERL,
The Oxford

Encyclopeida  of

Children’s  Lite-

rature (2006)

Chris Baldick. 7he RHELEERL, RHLERL,

Oxford Dictionary
of Literary Terms
(2008)
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(2018) TRT7 7 ¥ P—IZoWTC 77 % Y— (fantasy) &5 EHEITIL, 2548,
DRELEVSTBWREH D) (77 2 V—BHABERRS 10) LR TW3, Zh T
HEVICHEMTHS,

T EU—DBAITIEISF LR, dERADLLRY, B—MERRS THLHEEEIND

LW H Z k72, Lillian H. Smith. 7The Unreluctant Years (1953) Citk D & 5128 L T
W3,

Fantasy, like other books of fiction, must first of all tell a story. It must arouse
our interest and concern for the imagined characters whose story the author tells,
whether they be human, supernatural beings, and to the things that happen to them
in a way to arouse our curiosity. The rising scale of suspense must ascend to the
climax and the story round itself out with a satisfying inevitability. A book of
fantasy must also conform to the standards of good writing which we apply to all
fiction. But fantasy lives in a different climate from other fiction—in an atmosphere
of reality in unreality, of credibility in incredibility.

But values of fantasy may be irrelevant to those of the fiction of actuality, yet they
have their own laws and conventions to be accepted and understood if we are to
approach if we are to approach the subject with a sound basis for critical judgment.
A child’s ready acceptance of fantasy is based on imagination and wonder. An adult
lacking these universal attributes of childhood is often at a loss when he is asked to
consider seriously a work of purely imaginative content, far removed from the reality
of his experience of life (Smith 152) .
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WHLOME L, LirL, 77 ¥ O—0OFEIZIE, ThEHEOER, L&Y
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Iricévbinsd e, LIELIEERFIIKNTD (RIRX 303-304),

Chris Baldick. The Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms (4rd, 2008)iZi% “science” &
U “fantasy’ D RH L2 H D, THENICERBEZRBA L TR EZL,

fantasy A general term for any kind of fictional work that is not primarily devoted
to realistic representation of the known world. The category includes several
literary genres (e.g. dream vision, fable, fairy tale, romance, science fiction)
describing imagined worlds in which magical powers and other impossibilities are
accepted. Recent theorists of fantasy have attempted to distinguish more precisely
between the self-contained magical realms of the marvellous, the psychologically
explicable delusions of the uncanny, and the inexplicable meeting of both in the
fantastic (Baldick 135-136) .
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POTR TRAZALORHMEIES | ZLIIXEOHETH-1-2, ThEiFH
T 7aP—RAARKEL I BB TERT S E2NE. ZNEH LWIBEREICA
STl ERXD, RI-HbD, MW bOIRES O LBMI N, ERSHML. HEHT
Kb, bOWHI>EHL, bi-Libo IHE) ofizERENTLE S,

BEDTA N/ SXAORER WE, 22 OBEFROBETIIRL, KECED.
BRI CBERMARELZRALTWAZL Y, EL05EED 1HE| XEthzas
ZHBRFEIRLTHENLTHAH (FHit 243),

ZHCH LT SFiIES THA I

science fiction A popular modern branch of prose fiction that explores the probable
consequences of some improbable or impossible transformation of the basic
conditions of human (or intelligent nonhuman) existence. This transformation need
not be brought about by a technological invention, but may involve some mutation
of known biological or physical reality, e.g. time travel, extraterrestrial invasion,
ecological catastrophe. Science fiction is a form of literary fantasy or romance that
often draws upon earlier kinds of utopian and apocalyptic writing. The term itself
was first given general currency by Hugo Gernsback, editor of the American
magazine Amazing Stories from 1926 onwards, and it is usually abbreviated to SF
or sci-fi; before this, such works were called ‘scientific romances’ by H. G. Wells and
others. Several early precedents have been claimed for the genre—notably Mary
Shelley's Frankenstein (1818)—but true modern science fiction begins with Jules
Verne's Voyage au centre de la terre (1864) and H. G. Wells’s The Time Machine
(1895). Once uniformly dismissed as pulp fiction, SF gained greater respect during
the 1950s, as writers like Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury, and Arthur C .Clarke
expanded its range. SF has also had an important influence on postmodernist fiction
by writers not devoted to this genre alone: Thomas Pynchon, Kurt Vonnegut, Doris
Lessing, and Italo Calvino are significant examples (Baldick 324-325).

SF {22\ TiE “This transformation need not be brought about by a technological
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invention” &5 & HiZ. BHIEILRARIC L DLENRNE ZBEHBRA  MIRD,
ICHERICEICBIT D SF ORRZIZOVWTIT TIZRY EF-RERHHOTIZTIFE
B33 (exADb 14-28), TV v 7%, YU EZOWTHEELEHTWERY Y — - T v
7 n—Z MESFIZHWTHE L ®H TV 3B, Roger Luckhurst. Science Fiction (2005) T
SFiZOWVWTKRD LD IS TVD,

The term ‘science fiction’ emerged from a mass of competing labels only in the late
1920s. The name underwent many transformations as the popular fiction magazines
of the early twentieth century attempted to fix a stable term, and thus a stable
readership, in a precarious publishing industry. Descriptions like ‘different’, ‘off-trail’,
‘pseudoscientific’ or ‘weird-scientific’ were used. The common origin story is that the

radio entrepreneur, journalist and magazine proprietor Hugo Gernsback used the
term 'scientific fiction' in 1923, proposed the contraction sclentlﬁctlon in 1924, wh1ch

appeared extenswely in hlS edltorlals of Amazmg Stones from 1926, but then coined
‘science fiction’ in his magazine Science Wonder Stories in 1929. When the rival
magazine Astounding Stories changed its name to Astounding Science-Fictionin
1938, the subculture more or less consolidated around the term. The further

contraction ‘SF’ only came into common use in the 1950s (Luckhurst 15).

SFOREEIEEHI L TBL 22007 Tu—FnRH3, OEDIISFORRLE RS EmE
WA E, T4HbLSFORRICEADLAT 7 —F, IV EDESFLNILFHEDHL -
TOFRTH D, I TIIHSEEELE)RY REREkRERF > TV,

BEAREZZENRH D DRER LT &\, Brian W. Aldiss. Billion Years Spree: The
True History of Science Fiction (1972)® SF DEHETH 5,

Science fiction is the search for a definition of man and his status in the universe
(18)
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34),

7 5 & O—ZoWT Judy Allen. Fantasy Encyclopedia (2005) @ BIHIZiX“What is
fantasy?’23% %,

Defining the word “fantasy” is like catching fog in a fishing net. Fantasy is fluid
and ever-changing, with no fixed boundaries. Its worlds drift in and out of our world,
always closeby, but often only visible to the imagination. Within it are myths,
legends, fables, and folklore, although these also exist outside of it. Fantasy includes
magic—both the natural enchantment of elves, fairies, and spirit beings, and the
more scientific magic used by human magicians. Trying to define fantasy by its
opposite does not help either. The opposite of fantasy is reality—yet to say that
fantasy is unreal it to imply that it does not exist, and clearly it does. Certainly
between the covers of this book each fabulous beast, each magical being, every ghost

and spirit and vampire exists, with its own energy and its own power (Allen 10).

BRI T77 ¥ O—X%EN] (2008) TIET7 720 —I2 oW TEKRD & HITk~Tn
%o

T 7B ORI BEREEIXEROTH LB, 2R L0k, (X%
i3, BEZEIBRLLLELNST, AHWETHY, 74273 (B 2FEH5DT
HBEND, TRTCLOBLBVRD, £7TDLE, XFEFTRTT7 7 ¥ YV— (L)
L7320 BRI DR,

LA LERICIE, REAFORTURD D Z I RFEERZHIZ Y TAR/NATE N,
BEICL-TEHFLEV TS, REIQIEHY 2 2VEEE, L8/, EEMR/NHE L
TRUT D, EREOHBETH, W HUTATH-ThH, ABUIZEHELIZLAL,
LB BE N DOEATWAHZ L ZFT-BITEFEL TV D,

TIT, BE—OREVDEFEE#HEEZX TAL D, BELLOBOBMBOMIZITE
(L THDERL) Bl Tnd, BEORIEVONRY TY XALATHY, LI

66



DRBIHEVDNR I T2 —Th b 52&;} 10-117)e

Ty Y—L SF OBRICH 2 THEI & T2 HETZRVMAE LAy, Brian Attebery.
Strategies of Fantasy (1992) Ci3ik D & H 1z RT3,

The discourse of fantasy can challenge SF partly because it pays its own tribute
to science. Impossibility itself, one of the elements of fantasy, is defined largely
through reference to the current scientific worldview, especially where that
coincides with common sense. Because it is the current view of reality that is violated
in a fantasy, inventions that were once fantastic may be no longer, or vice versa. The
transmutation of metals might serve as an example of both sorts of change: once
part of science, then impossible, and now achieved. Nonetheless, we can tell whether
the transmutation is to be viewed as possible or not by the discourse that surrounds
it. If an alchemist's description of the philosopher’s stone were inserted verbatim
into a modern fantasy, it would cease to testify to the existence of such a miraculous
substance and become part of the rhetoric of the unreal. The same description within
a science fiction text might be used to represent exploded myth or to highlight the
mysterious properties of transuranic metals.

If fantasy were only the denial of science, however, there would be no contest
between them. But in affirming impossibility fantasy opens the door to mythology,
which is the name we give to cast-off megatexts (Attebery 108).
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BFETIR 2beARD] ~DEZRALEZEICILES TR b—U—»EFEL (20044 10
A) &h, FLERT~, BRE{L (20054). TrainMan & L TERAE (2006 4F) bHIR
EN, AFI7RKERSBEASN, AFI/PKEREN LV TR A L) IZhkoTn B
RIZbeo =BT REERTHH D,

fRE—% [V 7/ EROBEBR—XRy My a7y L A] (2016) TIIRD
LIz RTUVB,
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W, RADEHLIBLROARBEALDERDOZ T, ARIZR TRV,

FBEELEZLIFA LETE] LWIERB Y I THER, EARXZATA LR
ELTLESLDOD, #HRIBHDE AI—T-bDELRS>TNL,

[7=F7V—FAN-7u=s0] ODLEICEALBBAOEHEC, BitH CEIE
ANZRBELLH DN, WThHREIY HHFEOME TUEEE OEZE—>HHHED R X
ABRFIEERITTTINVENSIREF—THB,

RPYEL] BEOREETH-> T, mOHEFRIZEY 72235 EALNITHERID 220,
TOHRICENDAHEESBENRTVWAZ LTV 2V, Eix, kEmMFEEbY
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FGA R ) RJNTIRICFE TRV S IE LW ZZIT AMLERRNEWNWD Z &I 62
WV, TEFHEN., HRERDERDOFTT A b ~NWT—EDRFTEHEZEFEL TV 3,

FA b, SCHCESRFMEZ T RITNER O, ELIREMEEZDODH
ZEREZAIBLARL, EEBEFLELEFRS YLD LI, EBFED Wr s
7— Ry BV Eh W RREE X 2ITUTZ L2V (R 3),

ZhiT 2004 EOHIBIEFRDIEE TH D, HE—L [J /) XFE, 0 10 ETHEEBIZE
35EboT=?2 [KADELDB| ER~OLEEBLX-Y 3] (2020.11.04) Tiz5A4 ./
NAVDEEBIZEN - T-Z LREHEN TV S,

BECEEOMEMD D L S M/ SVEXETHEITETHLTITENZ DR Y
7=0RET) EBXTLEI, 7245 2010 EERETIE TBITERDT /<) 3R LTHREZY
CINSERAS/ Ry

2000 FERIZ T / NHE DIERE A CE Tid e < BITA TER Z TITT T 3R ATV -

b o, TNIE—MLE~D THEE] LRSI, 5ATFHBITARY A XD/EHS
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Gl ko, EHHELEUNRIWER—F—F4 VAR LDLFEELZRN),
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A, FA RIN)
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SAMXER TeTY 7] RKHE (< LoEHR] (ELRLIUE), ®ERDS
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SBIE, 20 823 44 /8%—E 2 b, 104828 14 23— b, 30 828 24 73— b, 40
A 12 23—V b, B0 "B 6 3= D ETT, RACEEFOI LI UF
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2000 FER T TRREA) [RIERERE) (EROEE LR HBES (BRHE c 535),

BAETH ZOBEMITHESNTEY, T4 F/_UILS, v HIZLA, T=ALb &
nTns, REFRLOHEERER, BRLVRELH DN, EALREE LITRD
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6 HFED “isekai”

BT TR L HERD & B Oxford English Dictionary (OED) DETiX{ih&
LD, BARANCE > TIRHEARZRBARENHFZICEBICBMINT-NEEEL
oty 20245E3 R ICIXOEDIZIIH 212230 BAENBME N, 29, 23#
DO BAARENREFBICRoT2ENWD T LT,

Weebs, Rejoice: Isekai’ Is Now In The Oxford Dictionary
The preeminent English dictionary also added ‘katsu’ and ‘kintsugi’ in its
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latest (DLC) update
By Levi Winslow
Published March 29, 2024
The Oxford English Dictionary (aka the OED) runs an update to its
repository four times every year. Like DLC for games, these quarterly
patches can introduce new words, features, and definition changes. Well, the
first quarter of 2024 is about up, and the OED has just updated its linguistic
repository to add 23 Japanese words, including the popular anime and
manga genre “isekai.”
As spotted by The Guardian, the OED’s latest update includes Japanese
words from the realms of art, cuisine, and elsewhere. The Japanese fried
food appetizer “karaage,” which I love, made the list, as did “kintsugi,” the
Japanese art of repairing broken pottery with lacquer that highlights the
flaws. And also in the mix is “isekai,” which the OED defines as “a Japanese
genre of science or fantasy fiction featuring a protagonist who is transported
to or reincarnated in a different, strange, or unfamiliar world. Also: an
anime, manga, video game, etc., in this genre.” Think of the anime and
manga Sword Art Online (often called the harbinger of “isekai,” though not
technically considered one from a purist standpoint) or the animated film
The Super Mario Bros. Movie (which can also be viewed as an “isekai”) and
you’ll get a general idea. Basically, when a character awakens in another
world, the OED says you can call it an “isekai.”
Related Content
Forspoken: The Kotaku Review
The Joker Looks Wild In The Suicide Squad Anime By Attack On Titan
Folks
0:47/1:36
While there are two sub-types of the genre—standard "isekai” or “other
world” and “isekaitensei” or “reincarnation into another world”—in English,
“isekai” is the by far the more widely used term. When in certain nerd
spaces, especially those revolving around anime and manga, “isekai” is
generally understood to mean any story in which a character finds themself
in a world that’s not their own. It seems to be an increasingly popular story
format in all types of media, and as such, you'll often see anime, games, and
television described as “isekai.”

We love increasing our vocabulary and learning something new, and we can
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all rejoice in the fact that “isekai” and numerous other Japanese words have
now been entered into the OED. I mean, this is The Oxford Dictionary, the
preeminent repository of the English language for over a century. Weebs, if
this isn’t the quintessential “we made it,” then I really don’t know what is.
You can check the full list of Japanese words newly added to the OED below:
Oxford Dictionary March 2024 Japanese-Word Update

donburi, n.

hibachi, n.

isekai, n.

kagome, n.

karaage, n.

katsu, n.

katsu curry, n.

kintsugi, n.

kirigami, n.

mangaka, n.

okonomiyaki, n.

omotenashi, n.

onigiri, n.

santoku, n.

shibori, n.

takoyaki, n.

tokusatsu, n.

tonkatsu, n.

tonkatsu sauce, n.

tonkotsu, n./1

tonkotsu, n./2

washi tape, n.

yakiniku, n. (23

FLLz MY —ENT-BAGEILLTO@EY 72,

donburi (FA5D) hibachi (k%) isekai (Bitt57)
kagome (§HH) karaage (FF#7) katsu (%)
katsu curry (#Y#L—) kintsugi (&f¥) kirigami (]9 %)
mangaka ({BEZE) okonomiyaki (F4FHHEX)
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omotenashi (3HTAL) onigiri (BIZEY) santoku (=f#)

shibori (LIEY . &) takoyaki (7= ZHEZX) tokusatsu (Fi%)
tonkatsu (& A7) tonkatsu sauce (& A DDV —R)
tonkotsu (iKE) tonkotsu (LA Z-D) *FD MEEAN] @ [LAZD)

washi tape (fi#fk7—7)  yakiniku (BEPY)

BILBERE P, Ry TINVF ¥ —BROMEEA>TVD, ERBHLW2PATE
Ele, BELEVI LORHHN, KEHHL L TRLERRHD OED iICAo72L >
Rid=a— AL LTEBL 27, ZOVEDEBAL TR E L,

F v 7 AT d— FEEBEEMIZAARARBEDSENZEBM (A7) T8avx)
[hray) igE 2024/3/28 07:00

R AR

[2y For=BH#HmR] &> 727+ — NEEHREZHRT 8Ly 7 274+ — FK
FHBIZ 27 BETIZ, Tkatsu (F°7)) =° [donburi (3)) lkaraage (FFHiT))
LWVo - AAERROEELFNR (EFHR) CEMLLZ LEHALMICLEL, KET
I, BAORILIZHT2ELABERTEY ZRE, HICEERROHILV—F A
RZFFRAVRHRDOau y Rl EREE AV L—) REELOEBRA LWV
bNBIZEDRAR LIRS TV D,

ENCHEETORBHR T — AV ORESD ZRBR LT, BOF ZMIFHES T T
BHLI-A—T%FW%T 5 (tonkotsu (KE) ) . ZEETHL 7 7 v OZWEIGEE
BOT7=ARE [TFLFROMEBL] TEAARERIETELMOAB L) IZR
o 7= Tonigiri (BIZ& V)] bBMINi,

BRYOPE TIL ltakoyaki (7= Z#&) ) X lokonomiyaki (FIFABEX) )
lyakiniku ($EW) ) ltonkatsu sauce (P2 BV Y —R) | DiFHh, ZFEIT #ELk
4% lsantoku] BABRE, HEBTORAHEDOARS Y D TEMIT ORI,
EMCIE, BAOEBERT = A DAREERIC (mangaka (BEZE) | X lisekai
(BAF) ) ltokusatsu (F¥iR) | b A-7T-, MBOEREHEIETH S kintsugi (&4
&) RS EEKRT S [shibori) bBMEN, BAOEGEHIZ~DOELOEE
DY Db, 29

OEDDEHRERTH LI,
isekai

A Japanese genre of science or fantasy fiction featuring a protagonist who is

transported to or reincarnated in a different, strange, or unfamiliar world. Also: an
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anime, manga, video game, etc., in this genre. Frequently as a modifier (25’ .
AA®D SF 777 O—/NRDOT ¥ VT, BIROFW LRI R bt fic
RITEINDER, BETIEEZEARLTDILD, £/, ZOVXY U ADT=A, =
YH, ara—2—slklbET, EBifiEL LTLEDID @R,

“isekai” (RH#tHR) [THOW T, HFOHAZRLSBRY ., EALBRBRIZITS SF- 7
TUET—DT s NE LTRITENTVS, BERILEIEALRLE IR - TRERIZ
< MENWD ZLichhDE, F—U—RLRZ20F TizE) TEB) Thd, MEE]
“reincarnated”, #x%%) II“transported”& 725, BRE L, £ DHE. BHFRITENLTHR
LNBBPAIC, BHDEETIH 2L, 3 T3E6nd) HENEL, AR THIIE.

(P%a) L2 ZIZHBAE LTEHANRTIELo2 ¢ EX D, [FBH) (X “summoned”& 72
%, RUFUIHEER~ > H TiTEHIIZ“another world” & W I REBINTNB I EHRE,
FEH L LTk, “whois transported to or reincarnated” Tid72 < . “who is transported to,
summoned or reincarnated” & L7=F N L2 7=DTidign vt B x5, “transported”’s
FTIRERZBEZELTWAZS, AN summoned” B A BT THNR VAR
DEED L OICBEZ S, “reincarnated”IZIIREMN L LER LHA S5, BEATIELH LD
CLBOBRETREDEZ FOMEDEZXFIZL Y BRIZERZLONREDIRLDEZLFH
HY, BEEROXY X FECULB L IBXF L3 B3, /-, 18%) 13 EETH
EREUDE, RFEL LTOBRELRE. ARZEMNLFE 7 (BERM (IEAMRR
ExFONEELLI" L LR, BREXDIEAZHBIC, “isekai” DEET

“summoned” MERY EIF SN T RNWI LIZHOWTHWTAHS &, 1100, —f&Ki_E L
T IEEEH) LW DOREBETHDEDI L ThHoT,

BEOCAAD TEHERLD] O TIE “reincarnated” 4T L H ARICHEUAEENE D
ELIBBARW TASMGAE] TR, R7A4 4, Sk, K., XoICBERFERR EEHTRY
LOIETEINELEGLDHY . FHEEIETH D, BENICELITIIUTOL I 2b0
255,

R TEiELT-DRATA LfZo 4]

B4 k4, {2l

WHEE TERO L /S—i3ml 5]
ZETE Ve s~ind HROTEE R >7-FEH]
B THBRGICA TN Eb @I ER RS ]
W=y MEELEbRITLE] %

I LS bH Y. RAELTEZETEKAZERL TWSEES )02 EE LIWOE
fh & DEJNEEEINDT2DICZNETOREILR 272 b D2 FA L TAEL TH<EHA

-
—
=]
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HLEFRTERN, EFEFEL LTO “isekai” IKRKD T 7 F U—IZBiT 3HOHFIZHBE
9% “alternative world” & 5\ L “alternate world” & W IO ARG H BN, £ 1T~
—7 bz A Y [T—H—EFEDY*F—] (Mark Twain. A Connecticut Yankee in
King Arthur’s Court. 1889) (CRRINDBFA LY —FThol=, RILLIZZA LY —
745 H GUxVX [H 45 -< ] (Herbert George Wells. The Time Machine.
1895) IIRIH¥E L L THEEZBIMBREIEDI LV OBRENH Y. ZD/d k< SF ORXA
EEHIEEIN TSR, BEICORERICHLBHTLILATES, [T—H—EEEDOY
YHx =] ITE D TRV, BRINILDII M =AU OFREVDTE,

AADBPED TR#ER] OMBOWETIIZA L) —TIIEELT, £ DEZEDHR
~OBBERDD, Ty E VKGR L 8D, KEOERTIZZ ) LRIROFA L
R, Teag) L &%) ICEABEB M TWEEOE, L, BEOEHTIE “A
Japanese genre of science or fantasy fiction” & BHIZH B & 512, BRKDOBE L ITRA
DTVENOERIND ZD K I RIFRIT/L>TNDHDES ),

rn—

ARDORy ZHNF ¥+ —IIAEOPTEEI N, CHTHEHA~BERLTWS, TDO—
5% Douglas McGray “Japan Gross National Cool”(2002) (2®) THEVE S Z & A3Hisk
5, BEAEVELEITHAN, BHIR] bELRy TINF ¥ —RMNTOTY LT
HBHMN, BAEOPF CHELN CE-REEEL 77 V¥ V— @A L TEAMMR TR
HRLD) PEEL, BATH [RURLD] 77 8 P—DOBRBERDDH D,
A=Y =T )WL LTOHBRKRRRENPLT 7o —FFTH5LDOBIELAETH
5, bbAA, TA /NN, = H, TEAREDAT AT IvIARE T UVIT
EETAH0bH5, LA, AEfN/LOICT7 7 2P —L SF, REXFEOHIZADL
ha TBHRbD) OBERERXAZNBG, EOR M=V —BRANTA b/ NVIZRBREN,
BEIZE-TWAZ L, EBIZIHILIEARBREFRMBEOLD L LTHBETHLRMIN
X0 ol- LidH OO THERTE !, SFITRENLRABRNELRD, SO
DEDLRW, AT e LTRERKE—IhThint sz LidfFshin, —74,
ERFLRVERH-THLENN T 72V —, HICRIRLOTHNIE, BRI
CEEBEOTERNILEBRETLEI LW ZENFREIND I LICRD,

BHtRE D) O (RER) ZOLOOEENELEFBRTHEI L LHLMITR-
Tro KBTI, MBEOBKTOERZZH, BAD IRERbD) Lid, RIHRL
X MEEDHFTE LTRBTEIHHATHRL, BELOHR LRV, Eo I DRZE
DR EWNWHZ LB ESLH, Ll TRIERbD) Lhd e, TEALBREBRIC
MTENBER., BETE 7704 0—] EVIBRENMb-TL 208 —f07E, 25
LI=NAEZBAREICT 37201 TREREALD] EWIREARHSHL bW, OEDIZH
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