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(Communicated by Shylock.)
“The process of Antonio’s end.”
MERCHANT OF VENICE
THERE are perhaps none of Shakespeare’s minor
characters more laughably individualized, and more
adapted to the present occasion, than the professional
peddler and incurable vagabond, Antolycus. None, could
more aptly illustrated the poet’s conception of the
character, than the writer of the articles which appeared
in the columns of the Nagasaki Gazette for some time past.
His mendacious gibberish, vociferated with such an air of
entire good faith and unctuons enthusiasm, at once
proclaims him to be an aspirant to share the audacious
humour of the above mentioned ballad singer: vide “The
Winter’s Tale,” act IV, scene 3, part of which is quoted
below.

Who can forget how Autolycus is introduced into the play,
or his proclivities, and his particular part, down to his
arrival at the sheepshearing feast where he appears
singing a ditty in praise of his wares? The following
colloquy, which occurs after some preliminary squabbling
amongst the jealous maidens, will do to illustrate the like-
ness between the couple:—

CLOWN—What hast here? Ballads?

MOPSA—Pray now, buy some: I love a Ballad in print a'life; for

then we are sure they are true.
AUTOLYCUS—Here's one to a very doleful tune, how a usurer's

wife was brought to bed of twenty moneybags at a burden and
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how she longed to eat adders' heads, and toads carbonadoed.

MOP—Is it true, think you?

AUT—Very true, and but a month old.

DORCAS—Bless me from marrying a usurer!

AUT—Here's the midwife's name to't, one Mistress Taleporter, and
five or six honest wives that were present; why should I carry lies
abroad?

MOP—Pray you now, buy it.

CLO—Come on, lay it by: and let's first see more Ballads; we'll buy
the other things anon.

AUT—Here's another Ballad of a fish, that appeared upon the coast
on Wednesday, the fourscore of April, forty thousand fathom above
water, and sung this Ballad about the hard hearts, & c.

No more need be said to recall the particular scene, as it
gives a clue and enables all to appreciate the rendering of
the part now played before the public by the successor of

Autolycus. ®’
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ANTONIO

But little: I am arm'd and well prepared.
Give me your hand, Bassanio: fare you well!
Grieve not that I am fallen to this for you;

For herein Fortune shows herself more kind
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Than is her custom: it is still her use

To let the wretched man outlive his wealth,

To view with hollow eye and wrinkled brow

An age of poverty; from which lingering penance
Of such misery doth she cut me off.

Commend me to your honourable wife:

Tell her the process of Antonio's end;

Say how I loved you, speak me fair in death;
And, when the tale is told, bid her be judge
Whether Bassanio had not once a love.

Repent but you that you shall lose your friend,
And he repents not that he pays your debt;
For if the Jew do cut but deep enough,

I'll pay it presently with all my heart.
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