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Richard III, Hobbes. Ef

il (HAKRS?)

William Shakespeare @ Richard IN%. 15 WAL DA I 1T 2 BB 2 iV T
BEITH B, LIS 2. RIS Y 2= %2R 3 A2 Gloucester 2% Richard % Hila
Z7ay FBEHEN TS Z L5V L 58780, BliZ, ZTOEMIZBW T, Richard
DEFRPERITHD D EEF. MOEMDEAADZNLERT, HEAHTWS,
VDL ZDOHVDEDOMEME. EFENRH SO ENEEEZ PR Richard 12, BI%I
Bn e, LR2HE, LW EROEESED I EFES 5, WUBRE R 8
HLEFEARNZ. EN~DEFHORE LR LHEBEIEOHAADZ L. BHELEZREL
TR DL, M Bz BRI L T 2 &I D,

L L. BIBHPO L7, Richard DEVEETZHICHZMITS &, #86 bEEF —
I TIEVDP RV, RITGEZR > edh THBE I LB RATL BT LA oL 2IF,
Richard D#E ST X > THEIR E Nz ¥k b Clarence 23 George 1. BBAM - iR H I X -
TLEDZREINE S LTHITE>THARB, TN Richard DE &L IFXDO2 T, B
D S T &iERW,

Second Murderer You are deceived, your brother Gloucester hates you.
CLARENCE O, no, he loves me, and he holds me dear:
Go you to him from me. (1.4.221-3)

Clarence 12, HEHZHHE LODIE, Fid Queen Elizabeth —J&7Z & BV ViAA, 1RA
TWiz. LAL. ZOmED A E72FEREIL, Richard DAELEITE D bD &SRS
h3d. &iZWx, Richard iZ. VDS Fid—k & OWESIEI4IRREIZH > 7o Clarence D
W & e HUZIR > T ISR E ARV ES 5, fH. Clarence 23 Ell—HE~O MG 255
LEIWEHE LB BHIF L., HIT. Richard ~NDEHIZH L T DTH 5.

% 72, Clarence DRk & ANED D ITHIFK L 7= Hastings W1 . Tl —EZ2RA TN,

HASTINGS With patience, noble lord, as prisoners must:
But I shall live, my lord, to give them thanks
That were the cause of my imprisonment.
GLOUCESTER No doubt, no doubt; and so shall Clarence too;
For they that were your enemies are his,




And have prevail'd as much on him as you.
HASTINGS More pity that the eagle should be mew'd,
While kites and buzzards prey at liberty. (1.1.126-33)

4R, TEPEITANGNT, BROREPHEHBFICROIREIS L DFED . Eil kA
MEA B DAL R o Te . THVODHITIFEAFE Y BILE L TS 1D % V) £ L. Hastings
N FL—EADEEIZ DN T ELIAA TS, Hastings JlliZ & - T, Richard IZ, 2O
IO TEAEZFED . I Lk > T L PEITH 5.

Clarence X Hastings {ZFR & 9"\ Richard INZHEPN D N2 1F. £ W2 ikEL 2 & 2 %
FTHEZHRNTELE—AD NI HTH D, TNLETFIT, BN LERETH > T
LB, HENERDEFWVIIEE S Z LTk oT. REOHILEZRTORA, DB A,
HRENTMENDORKZE K > T MG EBPITHE DL EZRD N TEDTH D, ZD X 578,
JEPA 2 Bz irsD IELEE 5 Richard 3. ZDH 6 S EREHS) ZR-NHNDD B,
FIREIZ, N2 OEREZFIH L. FPASAZOMENIZTHES K 5 BRMEHED EIFTn
RZLEZHINTHDTHS.

Richard INTHF DHENBIFE. Bidr. MM RROFPNITHRY ILITF O TWie, Bl
Ntz Bid, BivE & 320% L SNDEPDOH N EZ RN TV K 721, IRFITIX Richard
ZEDITT 5. % 5L, Richard OFERE S 2 IEFIT, B S Z2ikas ST, Bz e,
#WE L R L2RRY, KRS ZFR-> TV, Tk, £ELL. SN2 IE
SH. EREZRIZH T 2 BEE =BG & JERE D) 72 Thomas Hobbes 53 Leviathan(1651)IT
BT, BUTFDXSZiWE THADOTNTHT BRG] OARELFEADEAS.

For one man calleth Wisdome, what another calleth Feare; and one Cruelty, what another
Justice; one Prodigality, what another Magnanimity; one Gravity, what another Stupidity, &c.
(Hobbes 11)

So that in the nature of man, we find three principall causes of quarrel. First, Competition;
Secondly, Diffidence; Thirdly, Glory. (Hobbes 51)

Shakespeare @ 20 ¥ A&V 4 F & LT, [ U England T/ £ 417 Hobbes (. Shakespeare
C&dH L. WEBHEFA(1642-1649)IZ1F 5 ERMEELZEZk 2 LTk 5, 1o BN
HRITIE. NELZ KD NEDBPRBKEEZHDO YD IZ LT EBITH > ITENIR,
Hobbes IZX 5 &, NBRARBMWIZACREZHIET. TN A CRIFEOREIZR
PTHR L, B, 5D, BRLEER, Bt s %, Richard IITH NS
WHENRIADBIRIZBN T 2, FVICBET TS, (L TOLEVDEDOH Y X<
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Shakespeare, William. Richard HI. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.
Hobbes, Thomas. Leviathan. London: Penguin Classics, 2017.

A Brief Note on Unindividualistic Ophelia, No. 4.!

Noboru Fukushima (Nihon University)

4. Ophelia's mad death as redemption

When Hamlet kills Polonius, there is no thought in his mind that he is Ophelia's father. He sees
him as this intrusive person, who got what he deserved. Thus, the cruelty of the line “I’ll lug the
guts into the neighbor room” (3.4.212) is emphasized. However, shortly before Hamlet says this

line, he says---

For this same lord, [Pointing to Polonius. ]
I do repent; but heaven hath pleas’d it so
To punish me with this, and this with me,
That I must be their scourge and minister. (3.4.172--175)

Thus, pointing to the dead body of Polonius, Hamlet exclaims, "For this same lord", and regrets

his actions, saying that he has done a poor thing, and that heaven is about to punish him through




Polonius and Polonius through him, and that he must be both the whip and the servant of that
heaven. Philip Edwards makes a similar point in his New Cambridge edition of Hamlet. Thus,
Hamlet knows that the murder of Polonius is a crime for which he must eventually pay the price.
However, in this scene, Hamlet is so intent on pursuing his mother's crime that his feelings for
Ophelia, whose father was murdered, are completely absent from his mind. The fact that Heaven
punishes Hamlet through Polonius here of course refers to his crime of killing Polonius in a fit of
passion, with no sense of back and forth, which eventually leads to Ophelia's madness and death,
a duel with Laertes, and the great punishment of Hamlet's own death. It can also be said to
foreshadow the great punishment of Hamlet's own death. It may be said that this was Hamlet's
inevitable path to fulfil the mission entrusted to him, but Ophelia's madness was a completely
unexpected and too painful sacrifice for him.

Hamlet's bloodthirsty stabbing of Polonius, whoever Polonius is, is the sin of a vengeful,
impetuous Hamlet, and although Hamlet himself is not aware of it, it can be taken as clear
evidence that he is unwittingly tainted by evil in his attempt to destroy it. Ophelia's mad death
can be said to be atonement for Hamlet's mistake. Ophelia goes mad with grief over the loss of
her beloved lover and her father, but Ophelia's heartbreaking role lies in that madness is both
proof and redemption of Hamlet's sin.

Gertrude's tearful speech about the circumstances of Ophelia's drowning is a beautiful line that
is appropriate for describing the death of this innocent girl. Although Gertrude was partly, if
indirectly, responsible for Ophelia's broken heart, here she transcends such cause and effect and,
like the chorus of a Greek tragedy, conveys the mournful echoes of mourning for the death of a

girl of low circumstances, as follows...

Her clothes spread wide,
And mermaid-like awhile they bore her up,
Which time she chanted snatches of old lauds, (4.7.175--177)

The Pre-Raphaclite painter Hughes depicts Ophelia sitting at the base of a willow tree, dressed
like a fairy in a variety of plants and flowers. It is as if Ophelia is about to leave the world of men
as an innocent fairy, taking on the sins and uncleanness of all who surround her in one body and
dying. Bernice W. Kliman, in “What We Hear; What We See: Theatre for a New Audience's 2009
Hamlet” of Shakespeare Survey 64, says that "she [Ophelia] goes to heaven; she has been loved"
(299). Ophelia was tragically doomed to the breakup of her love with Hamlet, madness, and
drowning, but she bore the sins of all, and died loved.

The pure and innocent Ophelia was so obedient that she had to obey her father and brother,

doubt Hamlet's love, even play the role of a spy, and in the end, Hamlet told her to leave him and

advised her to “a nunn’ry, go” (3.1.149). But it is in this kind of 'puppet' unreliability that Ophelia's




boundless beauty lies. It is in Ophelia's innocence, which is almost ignorant, that Shakespeare
created her as the most suitable lover for Hamlet, and it is only through such innocence that
Hamlet's sins and crimes can be committed. Shakespeare probably thought that only through such
almost ignorant innocence could Hamlet's sins be atoned for. So, the mad Ophelia is not simply a
pathetic madwoman. She has the keenness to see through the truth of the king's and queen's crimes

and to urge them to reflect on their sins.

5. Conclusion

As we have seen above, the characterization of Ophelia was discussed in terms of Ophelia's
innocent entity. As Hamlet says, “Denmark’s a prison” (2.2.243), Ophelia was too innocent a
woman to live in this Denmark of corruption, vice, crime, and rupture. In this sense, Ophelia was
the very opposite of Gertrude, although Hamlet feared that as a woman, she was inescapably
tainted by her mother Gertrude's blood. Although Hamlet laments that "Frailty, thy name is
woman!" (1.2.146), women are not the only weak ones. All the characters in this play are weak
except Hamlet and his friend Horatio. Moreover, Horatio is strong only because he is a 'spectator’
all the time. There are no strong characters here like Cordelia, Kent, or Edgar in King Lear. Thus,
Hamlet must fight almost single-handedly against everyone around him. The outcome of such a
battle is self-evident. Ophelia as atonement, it does not atone for the sins of Hamlet the Lover
alone. Would it be too much to say that Ophelia died a mad death, perhaps bearing the sins of her

father and brother, even those of the king and queen, all by herself? At least, we can only

understand the meaning of Shakespeare's Ophelia by taking it as such.?

Notes

1) This paper is based on Noboru Fukushima. "'Innocence in Ophelia [Ophelia No Inosensu]." Journal
of English Language and Literature. Vol. 32 (The English Literature Society of Nihon University,
1984), 17--28.

2) This series ends here.
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