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¥#I1tt Otaku’ Japan’s Database Animals (2009)-
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Simply put, it is a general term referring
to those who indulge in forms of sub-
culture strongly linked to anime, video

. games, computers, science fiction, special

effects films, anime figures, and soon.
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Patrick W.Galbraith. The Otaku Encylopedia
(2009) ¥ 7otaku” 4 O 5 v 21 [ HKEE#X - J 0 0
O 20° NV RImE2”Nerd; geek or banboy. A

hardcore or cult fan.” & AUs8NQ° 0O otaku”
MO L VERE-CHEo e

Back in Japan, “otaku” still had negative
connotations until the early 2000s. However,
the acceptance of anime overseas led the
Japanese government to start actively
promoting anime, manga, and video games
(see COOL JAPAN). Research firms ran
the numbers whose enthusiastic spending on
hobbies didn’t decline during the recession.
Otaku were suddenly a bright spot for

recessionary Japan. In 2005, Fuji TV’s
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DENSHA OTOKO heralded the beginning of PP L OV QHSHRY ERNMOVIRE

the good —guy otaku image that changed the MBBEB O L0050 L S0
face of AKIBA. Today it’s not uncommon for w4 | ERE NI O DS e e P RS
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(+) Azuma, Hiroki. Abel, Jonathan E. and Kono,

Shion, translators. Otaku: Japan’s Database
Animals (University of Minnesota Press,

2009), p.3.
(1) B=E IR ARECRER) (FoHalXE
Ki-Ei] R0 X EKN  JOORE!]
m)” P41 e

(1) TR\ KA \Otaku) ([IE<HEEHESH
BE#  www.paradise-army.com/doujin/

(+1) KR - EEAT Xqﬁ&b, -] (mE
B 1100y EEz)”

(+2) E#

(+H) Patrick W.Galbraith. The Otaku
Encyclopedia (Tokyo: Kodansha Interna tional) ,
p.171.

(1<) Ibid., p.173.
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